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Freedom to be Myself: Unlocking the Power of Pesach
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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3. Moses said to the people, "Remember this day, when you went out of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, for with a mighty hand, the Lord took you out of here, and [therefore] no leaven shall be eaten.
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And for what reason was this world created specifically with the letter heh? It is because the letter heh, which is
open on its bottom, has a similar appearance to a portico, which is open on one side. And it alludes to this world,
where anyone who wishes to leave may leave, i.e., every person has the ability to choose to do evil. And what is the
reason that the left leg of the letter heh is suspended, i.e., is not joined to the roof of the letter? It is because if one
repents, he is brought back in through the opening at the top. The Gemara asks: But why not let him enter through
that same way that he left? The Gemara answers: That would not be effective, since one requires assistance from
Heaven in order to repent, in accordance with the statement of Reish Lakish. As Reish Lakish says: What is the
meaning of that which is written: “If it concerns the scorners, He scorns them, but to the humble He gives grace”
(Proverbs 3:34)? Concerning one who comes in order to become pure, he is assisted from Heaven, as it is written:
“But to the humble He gives grace.” Concerning one who comes to become impure, he is provided with an opening
to do so.
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