
 

 

Daf Review – Berachos 12 
 

Gemara: 

• The Gemara goes through the morning routine of the Kohanim assembled in the Beis 

HaMikdash 

a. They would recite Ahava Rabba (according to the Rambam), Aseres HaDibros, Shema, 

V’Haya Im Shamo’a, VaYomer, they blessed the people with three berachos, Emes V’Yatziv, 

Avoda, Birkas Kohanim 

b. On Shabbos they added one additional beracha for the departing Kohanim. The outgoing 

shift would bless the incoming shift; “He who rests His Name in this Home, should cause 

love, brotherhood, peace and unity to blanket you.” 

• Originally, the Aseres HaDibros were part of Shema.  This practice was stopped when the 

heretics began to claim that this lent credence to their position that only the Ten 

Commandments were given by God and everything else was created by man.  

• When it comes to beracha ambiguity or confusion, ha’kol holeych achar ha’chitum, everything 

follows the concluding phrase. 

a. Ideally, one should have explicitly kavana for the appropriate beracha when one recites the 

name of God.  However, even if one has mistaken intent during first part of beracha, as long 

the concluding phrase is correct – the beracha is effective. 

• Embarrassment over one’s transgressions, cleanses one of culpability. 
 

Halacha: 

Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 113:7 

בשם זוקף וכשזוקף בברוך כורע כשכורע : When he bows, bow at "baruch" and stand up at Hashem's name 
 

The Mishna Berurah comments and explains, when you recite “Baruch” you bend your knees, “Ata” you 

bend your back, “Ado-nai” you straighten back up.  When straightening up one doesn’t come up at once, 

rather one should first lift their head and then straighten the rest of their body. 

 

Inspiration: 

The Gemara states, “Whoever is able to supplicate (literally ask God for mercy on behalf of another) for 

another and does not do so, is called a sinner.”  There are times when we encounter the pain and 

suffering of another.  In certain situations, we can help, roll up our sleeves and make a situational or 

physical difference.  There are other times when the challenges of the other are so complex and 

overwhelming that there appears to be nothing I can do to help.  The Gemara teaches us there is always 

a way to help.  Davening on behalf of another, doing mitzvos for the merit of the other are tangible ways 

in which we lighten the load of the struggling individual.  Sometimes we can help with our hands and 

other times with our heart.  But we must always find a way to do something.  The Jew is never 

powerless, there is always something I can do for my brother or sister.  When we see someone or 

something which is broken, our first reaction must always be to provide help and assistance in one way 

or another.  

 


