
 

 

Daf Review – Berachos 13 
 

Mishna: 

• Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah states that we remember Yitzias Mitzrayim both in the morning and 

evening recitation of Shema. 
 

Gemara: 

• Dispute as to whether we will make reference to the Egyptian Exodus after Messianic 

redemption. 

• The past suffering of our people will be forgotten in the overwhelming suffering of the war of 

Gog U’Magog. 
 

Mishna: 

• If one was reading in a Torah scroll and the time for Shema was about to pass if he has “kavana” 

he can fulfill the mitzvah of Shema. 

• There are various laws which dictate when and for whom one is permitted to interrupt during 

Shema. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha gives the reason for the order of the 3 paragraphs of Shema 

a. Shema and V’Ahavta come before V’Haya Im Shamo’a as the first paragraph discusses the 

creation of a relationship with God and second paragraph discusses behavioral obligations.  

VaYomer comes last because the mitzvah of Tzitzis only applies by day and not by night 

b. Message – the mitzvos we perform and behaviors we engage in are meaningful when done 

in the context of a committed relationship with God.  When there is relationship, actions 

become so much profound and uplifting. 
 

Gemara: 

• Discussion as to whether mitzvos require kavana 

• Ideally one should have kavana for the entire Shema, but the halacha demands that we have 

kavana at least of the first line, Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad. 
 

Halacha: 

What is the proper kavana for the first line of Shema?   

• Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu – with this phrase we willingly enter a relationship with 

Hashem.  We accept Him as our God 

• Hashem Echad – the “aleph” highlights the idea that God is a singular presence.  The “ches” 

represents the idea that God rules over the eight firmaments (levels of the celestial sphere).  

The “daled” reminds that God rules over all four corners of the world. 

• When saying the word “Echad” we move our head in the four different directions to 

demonstrate our belief that Hashem is everywhere and oversees everything. 
 

Inspiration: 

Sumchus says, “Whoever prolongs his articulation of the word Echad, is blessed with longevity of his days 

and years.”  When you accept Hashem into every facet of your life and recognize that there is no part of 

your life which God is not involved,  you are blanketed with a feeling of serenity and security.  If Hashem 

is truly Echad (as explained in the Halacha section) then I am never alone, the feeling of being looked 

after and cared for increases my quality of life and adds depth and meaning to my days and years. 

 


