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Gemara: 

• In tefillin and mezuzos, we need to include all pesukim, even the ones just instructing us to put 

on the tefillin and write the mezuzos.  We learn this from the fact that it "uchsavtam": “uchsav” 

– you should write “tam” - everything (and we should not learn otherwise from Sotah). 

• V’limadetem – Limud should be tam – we need to be careful to say Shema clearly (especially 

when words end and start with the same letter).  The reward is that the fires of Gehenom are 

cooled. 

• Just like a nachal (which can serve as a mikveh) purifies, so too an ohel (which represents Torah) 

purifies. 

• If you lose your place in krias shema, you go back to the earliest place you are sure you said 

correctly. 

Mishna 

• A worker can say Shema in a place where he can't concentrate very well (e.g., in a tree), but not 

daven in such a place. 

• A chosson who is preoccupied with the mitzvah of consummating his marriage is exempt from 

Shema.  Rabbi Gamliel said Shema anyhow because he didn't want to miss accepting Hashem's 

sovereignty, and he was of a stature that could concentrate appropriately even with the 

distractions of marriage. 

Gemara 

• If the tree is of a secure variety, a worker can even do tefila there.  An owner needs to go down 

even then, as he is working for himself and does not owe his time to a boss. 

• The word Shema (based on a gezaira shava) indicates that you also need to concentrate on 

meaning of the words, and not just say them. 

• If saying Shema in a tree, you should pause for the first parsha and can keep working while 

saying the second parsha. 

• Workers on an owner's time can say krias shema with the brachos, daven and bentch, but not 

be a chazzan.  If they are working for wages, they should say a short shemona esrei and a 

shortened bentching.  If the owner is with them or they are working just for food, they can say 

the complete text. 

• The Gemara repeats the sources (already brought on 11a) for the law that a chosson who has 

not consummated the marriage may skip Shema.  It is because (a) he is pre-occupied (b) with a 

mitzvah. 

Mishna 

• Rabbi Gamliel made a bathing exception during Shiva, because he was fastidious (and therefore 

it was not a case of bathing motivated by pleasure). 

• He also accepted condolences on his Canaanite slave, even though we don't ordinarily do so, 

because his slave was a "kasher" individual. 

• There is a debate whether a Chosson can voluntarily choose to say Krias Shema, even though he 

has not consummated his marriage. 

Gemara 

• Rabbi Gamliel was able to bathe for reasons of his fastidiousness because he is of the opinion 

that aveilus even on the first night is only a Rabbinic enactment. 



 
 

 

• When a slave dies, the owner should not be received in the shura line, say the brachos (which 

are anyhow not in effect today), accept tanchumin (e.g., Hamakom yenachem eschem...) or say 

a hesped.  After trying to run away from his students to teach them not to offer tanchumin on a 

slave, Rabbi Eliezer taught that they can only comfort an owner as they would on any other loss 

of a possession. 

• Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Sarah, Rivka, Rachel and Leah were at a quantitatively different level 

of importance, and, therefore, only they should be referred to as patriarchs or matriarchs. 

• People should not call slaves "father" or "mother" (which was a common appellation of respect 

in the Gemara's times) as it could confuse people into thinking they are calling them this 

because they are children of these slaves (unless they are like the family of Rabban Gamliel, 

whose genealogy nobody would question). 

• We learn from a pasuk in tehilim that if a person just says krias shema and davens, he is sated 

and even inherits a spot in Olam Habah, on top of his rewards in this world. 

 

Inspiration 

• Even though concentrating on proper pronunciation detracts from concentration on meaning, it 

is worthwhile.  Also, the cooling of Gehenom for careful attention to Shema represents the 

taking an edge off peoples' personal Gehenom. (Tiferes Shlomo) 

• Just like going to the mikveh (nachal) just requires going in, so too learning (ohel), there is value 

in just showing up and going in. 

• Rav Ami and Rav Assi were friends to R' Elazar, which means they just wanted to help 

out.  Obviously, they didn't have to build his chuppah (and he didn't necessarily need them to do 

so), but they wanted to do so as an expression of friendship. 

• It is a worthy hesped, even of a Jew, that he be someone who is good, honest and hardworking. 

 

 
 


