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• The Mishna had stated: If a chasan wants to read Krias Shema (K”Sh), he may do so, but Rabban 
Shimon Ben Gamliel says not everyone can do so, because it looks like arrogance (yuhara) since he 
was already declared patur. This machlokes is similar to the one about doing melacha on Tisha B’Av. 
The Rabbanan say that a chasan can say K”Sh because it is only yuhara when one does something 
that no one else is doing. If everyone else is doing it (e.g. saying K”Sh at night), then it is fine for the 
chasan to say it as well. RShB”G: even if the chasan says that he can have kavana, we know that he 
can’t. That makes a chasan who says it arrogant. 

 

Mishna:  

• One who lost a close relative is patur from K”Sh and all mitzvos because he is preoccupied with 
making arrangements. Those who carry the bier are also patur, but those who are not needed for the 
mitzvah or those who already carried the bier are chayav to say K”Sh but they are patur from tefilah. 
After the burial, if there is enough time, they should say K”Sh, but only if there is enough time to 
finish it. 

 

Gemara:  

• It appears that exemption is rooted in proximity, because the meis is right in front of him. But when 
not in the presence of the corpse, it might be ok to say K”Sh, eat, etc. Rav Ashi: no, once the 
responsibility of burial begins, it is as if the meis is in front of the onein and he is therefore patur 
from mitzvos aseh.  

• A shomer is also patur from mitzvos. But people who are attending the funeral are not patur. Doing 
mitzvos openly on the cemetery (e.g. wearing tzitzis out) is forbidden because of lo’eg larash (it is 
like mocking a pauper, because the dead cannot do any more mitzvos). This applies within daled 
amos of a grave. 

• Two people doing shmira can do shifts and each can do mitzvos when the other is watching. The 
Gemara identifies the reason for shmira is to safeguard the body from rodents.   Bones of a meis 
need to be treated with respect. This is also true for a Sefer Torah. One who sees a funeral 
procession should accompany the procession. The righteous know that they will die. They are 
considered to be alive even when they are dead. When we say that the dead are not aware of 
anything in this world, we are referring to the wicked (even while they are still alive!). 

• Sons of Rabbi Chiya went out to villages and forgot their learning. They wondered whether their 
dead father was aware of their pain. The soul feels the pain of decomposition, so maybe it is also 
aware of what is happening around it.  

• Story of man who slept in cemetery on Rosh Hashanah night and heard discussion between two 
“spirits.” 

 

Halacha:  

• Mishna Berurah: Since it is not the minhag to wear Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin, it is yuhara for someone to 
decide to wear them (unless he has a specific minhag to do so; e.g. some Chasidim and Sephardim) 

• Din of onein being patur from mitzvos aseh is because “ha-osek b’mitzvos patur min ha-mitzvos” either 
because of tirda (Rashi) or because of iskus (actual preoccupation). This applies whether the meis is 
present or not.  

 

Inspiration:  

• Part of the idea of being “me’urav im habriyos” is not standing out. Some people like to “buck the 
system” to stand out, but this is not the Torah’s ideal. 

• The best wealth in life is spiritual wealth and the spiritual identity you create, as we see that “dead are 
poor” because they cannot do mitzvos (and therefore we need to be sensitive about lo’eg larash). 

• Establishing a Torah identity requires daily involvement and investment. If you leave it for a day, it leaves 
you! 


