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Gemara: 

• The Gemara continues asking questions on Rav’s statement that one who is wearing shatnez 
clothing must immediately take them off, even in public, because when there is a Chillul 
Hashem, we do not worry about a person’s honor.  The questions are from Braisos from which it 
can be inferred that one may transgress an aveirah in order to show kavod: 

o They would skip over coffins in order to greet and honor Jewish and gentile kings, 
notwithstanding that the greeters would become tamei in doing so? 

▪ Answer: the tumah from coffins is only m’derabanan because there is a tefach 
space between the meis and the coffin, and the chachachim did not apply this 
tumah when it conflicted with showing kavod to kings. 

o A Braisa states that Kavod Habriyos, human dignity, supersedes a negative 
commandment in the Torah? 

▪ Answer: this is only referring to Rabbinic prohibitions, which are based on 
Rabbinic authority derive Lo Sasur, do not stray from the Rabbis. 

o An elder is permitted to not return a lost object if it would be beneath his dignity to do 
so, which shows that kavod supersedes fulfilling a mitzvah? 

▪ Answer: this applies only to returning a lost object, which is monetary law, but 
not to Torah prohibitions, e.g., shaatnez. 

o A Nazir can become tamei in order to bury a meis mitzvah to show kavod for the meis, 
notwithstanding that he violates a Torah prohibition by becoming tamei? 

▪ Answer: this applies only to inactive transgressions, but not active 
transgressions like wearing shaatnez. 

• Earlier Amoraim merited miracles whereas later Amoraim did not (e.g., earlier Amora Rav 
Yehuda took off his shoe during a drought and rain immediately fell), not because the earlier 
Amoraim were greater in Torah study, but because they sacrificed themselves for Kiddush 
Hashem whereas later Amoraim did not.   

• Rav Ada bar Ahava tore off an immodestly colored garment from a gentile woman in the street, 
mistakenly believing she was a Jew.  He was fined 400 zuz, but commented that it was worth it.  
We learn from Rav Ada the importance of recognizing wrongdoing and correcting it. 

• Amoraim sat near women’s mikvaaos for different reasons: Rav Gidel sat there to be available 
to answer women’s sheilos regarding tevilah.  R’ Yochanan sat there so women would see his 
beauty and then have beautiful children. 

 
Mishnah 

• Women, slaves, and minors are exempt from Kri’as Shma and Tefillin, but are obligated in 
Tefillah, Mezuzah, and Bircas Hamazon. 

Gemara 

• Women are obligated to recite Kiddush on Shabbos even though it is a time-bound mitzvah 
because of the comparison of Zachor to Shamor – since they are obligated to observe the 
negative commandments of Shabbos, they are also obligated in Kiddush. 

Inspiration 

• Rav Soloveitchik would say that daily mesirus nefesh, self-sacrifice, for kiddush hashem is more 
difficult than giving one’s life for kiddush hashem. 


