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• When it is time for Mincha Gedolah, one should not begin a long activity, so as not to miss the zman. 

• Abbaye: Maariv is reshus, so if one unbuckles his belt (to start his seuda) he does not need to daven first.  But for 
those who hold that Maariv is obligatory, he would need to daven first, even if he unbuckled his belt.  

• R. Chanina: We don’t worry about inebriation before Mincha, but we do before Maariv. Also, people are careful 
not to miss the window of time that they have for Mincha. It is easier to miss the time for Maariv. 

• R. Sheishes: Let him daven with an unbuckled belt! But that would not be appropriate for davening. 

• Rava would clasp his hands together when davening, like an eved. He would also take off his coat for davening (in 
order not to appear that he was trying to look important when standing before Hashem).         R. Kahana would 
do the same in time of trouble, but when things were normal, he would wear his coat. 

• R. Hamnuna davened for a long time, and Rava accused him of ignoring Torah (which is about life in the world to 
come) in order to occupy himself with life in this world. R. Hamnuna felt that one should distinguish between a 
time to daven and a time to learn. 

• R. Yirmiyah was learning with R. Zeira. When it was the zman, R. Yirmiyah rushed to daven and R. Zeira said that 
when one "moves his ear from learning, even his davening is a to’eiva.” 

• Rav Chisda and Raba bar Rav Huna sat and judged cases all day and were feeling weak because they were sad for 
not having studied Torah all day. Rav Chiya bar Rav told them that when Moshe's sat and judged the people all 
day, he received credit as if he was a partner with Hashem in the creation. 

• Beis-Din should sit in session until meal time (the sixth hour). The first hour of the day was the meal-time of the 
'Ludim' - a cannibal tribe. The second hour was the time when robbers ate. The third hour was when wealthy 
heirs ate. The fourth hour is when workers ate, and the fifth hour was the time that everybody else ate. The sixth 
hour was the time that talmidei-chachamim ate. 

• In the outer room of the bath-house, where people stood clothed, one was permitted to recite the Shema, 
daven, say “Shalom Aleichem” and wear Tefilin. In the intermediate room, where people began to undress, one 
was permitted to greet someone but could not recite Shema or daven (but if he was already wearing Tefilin, he 
did not need to remove them). In the inner room, where the actual bathing and showering took place, one could 
not say Shema, daven, or even say Shalom Aleichem. 

• Ravina: A designated (but unused) bathroom cannot be used for davening, but a designated (and unused) 
bathhouse could be used. 

• We cannot say Shalom Aleichem in a bathhouse, because Shalom is one of the names of Hashem. 

• If one gives his friend a gift, he should inform him. This is to encourage the recipient to accept it and to promote 
friendship and love among fellow Jews. We learn this from the fact that Moshe told Bnai Yisroel that Hashem 
gave us the gift of Shabbos.  One should inform a child's mother of having given a gift to the child by smearing 
some oil on the child near his eye. This ended because people suspected donors of witchcraft, so they began 
smearing some of the food on the child's face instead. 

• R. Chama b'Rebbi Chanina: it is not necessary to inform someone of a gift that one gave him, as we see that 
Moshe was unaware that his face shone from the gift of 'Karnei Hod'. But that only applies to a gift which the 
recipient is bound to discover. 

• Rav Chisda said that he would give two pairs of matanos to anyone who would tell him something new in the 
name of Rav. Rava bar Machsayah told him the halacha that we just learned, and when he saw how much Rav's 
words meant to him, he also told him Rav said that a coat is valuable to the one who always wears it (hinting at 
Rav Chisda, to whom the words of Rav were so precious because he was his talmid). Rav Chisda gave him the 
matanos. 

 
Halacha: Even when we are davening by ourselves or not in shul, we should dress appropriately for the occasion. 
Inspiration: Rav Kook said: When you daven, daven; when you learn, learn; when you work, work. Success in life 
depends upon total attentiveness to the task at hand. 


