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Gemara:  The Gemara cites a number of teachings highlighting the importance of maintaining a clean 
appearance. 
• R’ Yochanan called his clothing “my honor” because they provided him with a respectable appearance. 
• The Torah says the Kohen who removes the ashes from the Mizbeach should wear garments of lesser 

quality and change into garments of better quality for the other Avoda because removing the ashes 
will soil his garments. 

• A Torah scholar who wears a stained garment is deserving of death as he will cause others to hate the 
Torah and its scholars. 

• The Gemara discusses whether a stain on a garment constitutes a chatzitza, a separation, which would 
mean the clothing could not be cleansed in a Mikva if they became ritually impure.  The general rule 
is anything one would remove (i.e. stickers inside a new pot) presents a barrier to ritual immersion.  R 
Shimon ben Gamliel says that if the stain is only on one side of the garment it is not a chatzitza, but if 
the stain runs through both sides, it is chatzitza.  R Yosi says, for a Torah scholar, even a stain on one 
side of a garment is a chatzitza because he is very careful to have clean clothing.  

• Who can be deemed a Torah scholar with respect to the law that a Torah scholar need not present a 
recognizable demarcation to retrieve a lost object and he need only say that he recognizes it? One 
who is careful to wear his clothing correctly such that the seam is not visible. 

Gemara:  R Yishmael says Shabbos has a greater sanctity than Yom Kippur and therefore you can burn 
leftover fats from the Shabbos offering on Yom Kippur but you cannot burn leftover fats of the Yom Kippur 
offerings on Shabbos.  R Akiva says you cannot burn leftover fats from the Shabbos offering on Yom Kippur, 
but you can burn them on Yom Tov.  At issue is whether voluntary offerings can be brought on Yom Tov. 
• Although the custom was to blow a shofar on Friday to mark the onset of Shabbos, they would not 

blow on Yom Kippur that fell on Friday.  Nor would they recite Hadalah if Yom Kippur fell on Sunday.  
Ravina originally thought this was a unanimous teaching but he heard from R Shimon ben Pazi that 
this is only according to R Akiva.  R Yishmael would say to blow shofar and make Havdalah to highlight 
that fats of Shabbos may be burnt on Yom Kippur but not vice versa.  Ravina’s personal opinion was 
that the teaching is indeed unanimous, and even according to R Yishmael there was no need to blow 
shofar because the Kohanim are careful and do not need a reminder to note the distinct sanctity of 
Shabbos and Yom Kippur. 

• The Gemara asks, why did they blow the shofar each Friday in the Beis HaMikdash to signify the onset 
of Shabbos if the Kohanim don’t need a reminder?  The Gemara answers, the reminder is really for 
everyone else in Jersualem.  

• The Gemara asks, why not blow the shofar on Yom Kippur that falls on Friday to signify that 
although on Yom Kippur one can prepare food for after the fast toward the afternoon, on Shabbos 
one cannot do so?  The Gemara answers, we do not permit the rabbinic prohibition of blowing 
shofar to remind people of a permitted activity, only to save people from performing a prohibited 
activity. Another answer is that this reminder is irrelevant in this particular scenario because he 
cannot prepare vegetables to be cooked since it will be Shabbos and we will not permit the 
prohibition of blowing shofar as reminder for next year.  

Inspiration: 
• We see the importance of dressing for the occasion. Our clothing highlights the fact that man is 

created in the image of Hashem and we need to dress respectably. 
• When we learn Torah we are not only gaining personally but we are sustaining the world.  It is an 

incredible privilege but also a huge responsibility.  


