
 
 

 

Daf Review – Shabbos 28 

Compiled by: Josh Erez 

Mishna: 

• Cannot use any materials that come from a tree for Shabbos candle wicks, other than 

flax.  

• Anything that comes from a tree can create an ohel for tumah purposes, but would not 

become tamei itself, other than flax (which, in addition to creating an ohel, would itself 

become tamei in the proceess). 

Gemara: 

• Source for flax contracting tumah in the process of creating an ohel is learned out from 

the mishkan, where the coverings were made from flax and the Torah refers to them 

using the word “ohel”  

o Based on a ribui of the word “ohel” in the context of tumas ohel, the flax 

covering does not be to be identical to the covering used in the mishkan (i.e., 

“six-fold”) in order to contract tumah as an ohel 

• R’ Elazar questions whether the skin of a non-kosher animal is able contract tumah as 

an ohel.  

o Basis of this question is the use of the hide of a tachash for the covering in the 

mishkan; however, this opinion concludes that, although the mishkan covering is 

described as a “talah ilan” (a non-kosher animal), such description is meant only 

as a comparison to the colorful look of the talah ilan 

o Rava suggests this can be learned from a tzad hashava – since a non-kosher hide 

can contract tumas tzara’as and tumas shrazim (could not learn for each 

individually, because they each have a specific chumra), it can also contract 

tumah when acting as an ohel   

o Rava Mi’Barnash learns from a kal v’chomer from wool – although wool cannot 

contract tumas tzara’as, it can contract tumah when acting as an ohel, so 

certainly non-kosher hides, which do contract tumas tzara’as, would be 

susceptible to tumah when acting as an ohel 

• R’ Yosef states that only kosher hides are permitted for “meleches shamayim”, which 

the Gemara explains refers to tefillin, and cites various suggestions as to which part(s) of 

the tefillin  (parchment, boxes, strings, etc.), but, ultimately settles on the straps. 

• Tachash – species of animal that was created to serve a particular purpose in the 

mishkan and, after that, it was set aside/hidden 

o Unresolved whether the tachash is a species of chaya or behaima 

Inspiration: 

Tachash – By creating this animal specifically for Moshe to use in the building of the mishkan, 

we see that Hashem changes nature to allow us to accomplish what we need. 


