
 
 

 

Daf Review – Shabbos 29 

Compiled by: Yedidyah Charner 

Mishna 28b 

 A wick made of a garment that was folded but not singed – R’ Eliezer says that the wick is 
mekabel tumah, and one cannot light Shabbos candles with it; R’ Akiva says that the wick is not 
mekabel tumah, and one can light Shabbos candles with it 

Gemara  

 The Gemara offers two explanations of the Mishnah’s machlokes whether the wick is mekabel 
tumah 

o First explanation: R’ Eliezer holds that folding the garment into a wick negates its status 
as a beged to be mekabel tumah, and R’ Akiva holds that folding it into a wick does not 
negate its beged status. (28b) 

o Second explanation: The case is a piece of cloth that is less than three tefachim by three 
tefachim, which is the subject of a three machlokes in a Braisa.  R’ Eliezer holds that if 
the cloth was designated for a use and then one hung the cloth on a peg or placed it 
behind a door, the person wants to continue to use the cloth, so it continues to be a kli 
that is mekabel tumah.  R’ Yehoshua holds that in both of these cases, the person does 
not want to continue using the cloth, so it is not mekabel tumah.  R’ Akiva holds that if 
one hung it on a peg, it is still mekabel tumah, but if one placed it behind a door, it is not 
mekabel tumah. (29a-b) 

 The Gemara offers two explanations of the Mishnah’s machlokes whether one can light Shabbos 
candles with the garment folded into a wick 

o First explanation: The case is a garment that is exactly three fingerbreadths by three 
fingerbreadths (minimum shiur to be mekabel tumah), and erev Shabbos is Yom Tov.  
Everyone agrees that, when lighting Shabbos candles, one must light the majority of the 
wick that protrudes from the oil.  R’ Eliezer holds that the folded wick is still a kli (a 
beged) and when one lights it, he minimizes it to become less than the minimum size to 
be a kli, thus making it a broken kli, which becomes muktzah as nolad.  R’ Akiva holds 
that the wick was already negated from being a kli once it was folded into a wick before 
it was lit. 

o Second explanation: R’ Eliezer maintains that one may not light Shabbos candles with a 
wick that is not charred because it does not light properly. 

Gemara 29a 

 R’ Yehudah and R’ Shimon disagree in three cases of items that take a new form on Yom Tov 
whether the item is muktzah because of nolad – R’ Yehudah holds in each case that the item is 
muktzah and one may not use it as fuel for a fire, whereas R’ Shimon holds that the item is not 
muktzah and may be used as fuel for a fire: 

o R’ Yehudah prohibits lighting a fire with utensils that broke on Yom Tov, whereas R’ 
Shimon permits; 

o R Yehudah prohibits lighting a fire with the pits of dates, whereas R’ Shimon permits; 
o R’ Yehudah prohibits lighting a fire with nutshells, whereas R’ Shimon permits. 

 The Gemara asks a fundamental question on R’ Yehudah: how can he permit one to light a fire 
with a whole garment on Yom Tov – once it becomes lit, it becomes a broken utensil and is then 
muktzah as nolad, and then it should be prohibited to stoke the fire?  The Gemara answers that 
if one adds wood to the fire, the wood nullifies the utensil that became nolad and allows one to 
stoke the fire. 
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