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32. And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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... Five hundred years old: Said Rabbi Judan: What is the reason that all the generations begot children
at [the age of approximately] one hundred years and this one [Noah, had children] at [the age of] five
hundred years? Said the Holy One, blessed be He, “If they [his children] are wicked, they will perish in the
[flood] water, and it will be bad for this righteous man, and if they are righteous, I will have to burden
him with making many arks.” He closed his fountain, and he did not beget [children] until the age of five
hundred years, so that Japheth, his eldest son, should not be liable for punishment before the Flood, as it
is written (Isa. 65:20):“For the youth who is one hundred years old shall die.” [This means: at the age
when he] will be liable for punishment in the future, and so it was before the giving of the Torah. —
[from Gen. Rabbah 26:2]
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And a small robe his mother would make for him, and she would bring it up to him from appointed time
to appointed time, when she ascended with her husband, to slaughter the sacrifice of the (festive) days.
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No hand shall touch it, for he shall be stoned or cast down; whether man or beast, he shall not live. When
the ram's horn sounds a long, drawn out blast, they may ascend the mountain."
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