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Finding a suitable marriage partner has always been a challenge. To find a partner whom you could love, cherish and build a life with 

is no small task. To find someone who shares your ideals and beliefs can be challenging. For Yitzchak the challenge was compounded 

in that he was surrounded by idolaters. Avraham and Sarah began their journey together. They found God and grew together. 

Yitzchak, their physical and spiritual progeny would have to find someone who would help him continue to build what his parents 

had started. Avraham tasked Eliezer with finding a wife for Yitzchak and sent him back to Avraham’s ancestral homeland.  Avraham 

provided explicit instructions on the parameters – the young woman must come from his extended family. Eliezer set out, arrived in 

Aram Naharaim and devised the following plan: 

And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, please cause to happen to me today, and perform loving kindness 

with my master, Abraham. Behold, I am standing by the water fountain, and the daughters of the people of the city are 

coming out to draw water. And it will be, [that] the maiden to whom I will say, 'Lower your pitcher and I will drink,' and she 

will say, 'Drink, and I will also water your camels,' her have You designated for Your servant, for Isaac, and through her may I 

know that You have performed loving kindness with my master.” (Bereishis 24:12-14) 
 

Although Avraham never told Eliezer what qualities to look for, Eliezer intuitively understood that the next matriarch must possesses 

the attribute of chessed, kindness. If she is so kind that she responds to the request of a stranger for a drink and then offers to water 

the entire flock of camels – she is indeed righteous and kind enough to be the wife of Yitzchak and join the Abrahamitic dynasty. 
 

We know that chessed is exceptionally important.  As the Mishna states: 

The world stands on the three things, on Torah, on Avoda (sacrificial service and prayer) and on Gemilus Chasadim (kindness and the 

performance of charitable acts).” (Ethics of our Father Chapter 1 Mishna 2) 
 

Chessed is one of the pillars which supports the world and humanity. But would this value of chessed require a young woman to 

water a flock of camels? Let’s assume Eliezer brought with him at least 3 camels. A camel can drink up to 20 gallons at a time, that 

would be 60 gallons. This would have required Rivkah to run back and forth to the well multiple times – was this a fair expectation? 

Even in the realm of chessed we find limitations. We are obligated to be charitable, yet, one is not permitted to give away more than 

1/5 of one’s wealth for fear of impoverishing one’s self. There are limitations even on kindness.  Furthermore, the text never records 

that Rivkah performed this incredibly selfless act of watering the flock. How are we to understand this strange “test” devised by 

Eliezer? 
 

The Beis HaLevi (Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 1820-1892) explains that Eliezer was not only looking for a Baalas Chessed, he was 

looking for someone who would perform chessed with wisdom. In life, it is not enough to the do the right thing – one must do the 

right thing in the right way. When Eliezer went up to Rivka and asked her for a drink, he wanted to see what she would do with the 

remaining water in the jug. To take the rest of the water home to her family would be irresponsible (after all she did not know the 

identity of this stranger) but to spill out the remaining water would be an affront to this stranger. How did Rivka manage this 

situation? After she offered Eliezer to drink, she then offered the remainder of the water to his camels (she did not offer to water 

the entire flock – just to provide the camels with the remaining water in the jug). This was the “test” devised by Eliezer and it was 

this test that Rivkah passed with flying colors. Rivkah knew how to do Chessed with Chochma (kindness with wisdom).   
 

There are times when we try to help another but forget to be sensitive to the needs of the other. Chessed doesn’t simply mean the 

performance of good deeds – rather, it means the performance of good deeds in a sensitive fashion. There are times when people 

need help but feel awkward accepting it. There are times when people need assistance but can’t ask for it and sometimes can’t 

acknowledge it when it is received.   
 

People are complex, we are complex and when helping another we must think not only of the act of chessed but how the act can be 

packaged in order to preserve the dignity of self-respect of the other. 

 


