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“If someone in his presence dies unexpectedly or suddenly, and causes the nazirite head to become defiled, he 
shall shave off [the hair of] his head on the day of his purification; on the seventh day, he shall shave it off. 

And on the eighth day, he shall bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the kohen, at the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting.The kohen shall prepare one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering and atone on 

his behalf for sinning by coming into contact with the dead, and he shall sanctify his head on that day. He 
shall consecrate to the Lord the period of his abstinence and bring a lamb in its first year as a guilt offering; 

the previous days shall be canceled because his naziriteship has been defiled.” (Bamidbar 6:9-12) 
 

In this week’s Parsha we are introduced to the Nazir. This individual vowed to abstain from wine, cutting 

his hair or coming in contact with the dead. But why?  Aren’t there enough biblically (and rabbinically) 

mandated prohibitions? The Beis Yisroel (Rabbi Yisroel Alter of Gur, 1895-1977) explains that the Torah 

is conveying to us a deeper message. The Nazir represents a person looking for more out of life. He 

realizes that he is not living the life he should be living; he is not becoming the person he is capable of 

being. So, he decides to make dramatic life change. He withdraws to a degree from the world around 

him in order to create a new world of personalistic holiness. Sometimes, you have to bring life to a 

grinding halt in an effort to recalibrate and plot a new course for the future. The Nazir found the 

strength and adopted a new approach (for a limited amount of time). But then he fails. He finds himself 

in proximity to a corpse and everything ends; he must start all over again. His vow ends in failure. He is 

tamei (impure) and back to square one. It is in this very moment that God teaches us how to deal with 

failure.  “V’kidash es rosho ba’yom ha’hu, (and he shall sanctify his head on that day)” on the day he 

finishes his purification process, he gets back up and starts all over again. There is no time for lamenting, 

there is only time to get up, dust off and begin anew. As King Solomon wrote in Proverbs, “For a 

righteous man can fall seven times and rise, but the wicked shall stumble upon evi.”l (24:16) Everyone 

stumbles and falls, the righteous get back up, the wicked stay down. 
 

But there is one more piece. The above-mentioned section ends, “… the previous days shall fall away (be 

cancelled).” In order to have a meaningful second chance and new beginning, one must let go of the 

feelings of pain and failure of the past. In the aftermath of failure, we tend to think, “I wasted so much 

time and resources on this initiative, idea, mission which never materialized.” A person could feel 

demoralized in the aftermath of failure and that prolonged feeling could prevent a person from trying 

again and believing that things can be different in the future. Sometimes, you just have to let go in order 

to move on. 
 

The message of the Nazir is a message for us all. We all fail, and we all fall; this is an inevitable reality of 

the human condition. What is our response to life failure? Get back up and try again. Clean up your 

wounds, let go of the past and make another go at it. We may not identify with the restrictions of the 

Nazir, but his quest for holiness and elevation inspires us all.  
 

This week we failed. Our society failed; our nation failed. We witnessed with shock and horror the death 

of George Floyd. I did not know Mr. Floyd, the kind of man he was or the life he led. What I do know is 

that no human being should die under the knee of another. No citizen of this great country should be 

treated with callous, indifferent, and brutal behavior. The officers responsible for this heinous act should 

answer for this crime and we must use this as an opportunity for reflection and introspection. But how 

do we use this tragic and traumatic episode to grow? The first thing we must acknowledge is that racism 
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exists within our society. We like to think it is a thing of the past but many within the African American 

community must live with this bitter reality each and every day. We must be conscious of how we speak 

and how we act towards every human being. There are many forms of hatred which plague our nation.  

Anti-Semitism is on the rise and how tragic it is that the death of an African American man becomes an 

opportunity to some to target Synagogues and Jewish businesses. Sometimes it feels like everyone hates 

someone. Some people hate Blacks, others hate Whites. Some people hate Jews, others hate Asians. 

Some hate gays, democrats hate republicans (and vice-versa) and some just hate everyone who is not 

like them. But we must remember that the answer to racism and hatred cannot be more hatred. We 

have to figure out a way to address the ills of society without ripping each other apart even more. Do 

policing practices need to be re-examined and overhauled? Every system which impacts others and 

greater society must be constantly evaluated and reevaluated. But I know that there are many men and 

women across this great nation who don the police officer’s uniform and put themselves in harm’s way 

for you and me. They are willing to put their lives in peril to protect people they do not even know. Are 

there bad apples? Or course. Just like there are bad apples in religious and political leadership. There 

will always be those who exploit power and authority to hurt, suppress and persecute others. There will 

always be those who will use their pedestal to trample on others and abuse those whom they are 

charged to protect. And so, when we hear of 3 police officers in New York being stabbed and shot does 

that advance anyone’s cause? Don’t they have families? Don’t they have parents? And when we hear of 

innocent people losing their lives in the violence of the protests – is this a justifiable sacrifice? Is the 

response to George Floyd’s tragic death, more tragic, unnecessary death? I believe that we must try to 

move beyond #BlackLivesMatter, #WhiteLivesMatter and #BlueLivesMatter. All life is important, Black 

life, White life, and every shade in between. Unborn life, adolescent life, and elderly life matters. We 

must become a society of #AllLivesMatter.   
 

I know it is easy to write words. Honestly, I do not even know where to start. Perhaps, someone will 

read these words and will have an idea as to how we can begin to make peace. I would welcome the 

opportunity to work with members of every community, elected officials, and police to make a better 

community and a better life for us all.   
 

As a Jew, I am tired of being hated. As a human being, I am tired of seeing racism and living in a world 

which feels so steeped in hate. I am ready to work with other communal partners and help to start make 

a difference.     
 

We have failed but like the Nazir, it is time to get back up, dust ourselves off and try again. 

  


