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Chanukah: Finding the Light in the Lowest of Places
Dedicated by the Engelsberg, Dinovitzer and Steinberg Families
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Rabbi Asher ben Jechiel was born 1250 in Germany, and died in 1327 in Toledo, Spain. Rosh studied in the yeshivot
of the Franco-German Tosafist school, and his outstanding teacher was Rabbi Meir ben Baruch of Rothenburg.
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R. Jose stated, Neither did the Shechinah never descend to earth, nor did Moses or Elijah ever ascend to
Heaven, as it is written, ‘The heavens are the heavens of the Lord, but the earth hath He given to the sons of
men’. But did not the Shechinah descend to earth? Is it not in fact written, And the Lord came down upon
Mount Sinai? — That was above ten handbreadths [from the summit].
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R. Hamnuna said: What is the meaning of the verse, Who is as the wise man? And who knoweth

the interpretation [pesher] of a thing? Who is like the Holy One, blessed be He, who knew how to effect a
reconciliation [pesharah] between two righteous men, Hezekiah and Isaiah? Hezekiah said: Let Isaiah come to
me, for so we find that Elijah went to Ahab, as it says, And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab. Isaiah said:
Let Hezekiah come to me, for so we find that Jehoram son of Ahab went to Elisha. What did the Holy One,
blessed be He, do? He brought sufferings upon Hezekiah and then said to Isaiah, Go visit the sick. For so it
says, In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet, son of Amoz, came to him and said
unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thy house in order, for thou shalt die and not live etc.
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Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, Pharaoh's chamberlain, chief of the slaughterers, an
Egyptian man, purchased him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there.
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So she grabbed him by his garment, saying, "Lie with me!" But he left his garment in her hand and fled and went
outside.
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