Drunk With Happiness: Celebration & Contemplation on Purim
Rabbi Shmuel Silber - rabbisilber@suburbanorthodox.org
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“Rava said: “An individual is required to become intoxicated on Purim until he cannot differentiate
between “Cursed is Haman” and “Blessed is Mordechai.” Rabbah and Rabbi Zeirah conducted their
Purim seudah together. They became intoxicated. Rabbah got up and killed Rabbi Zeirah. The next day
(Rabbah realized what he had done) and prayed for Divine compassion and Rabbi Zeirah was brought
back to life. The following year, Rabbah said to Rabbi Zeirah, “Let us make the Purim seudah together.”
Rabbi Zeirah responded, “miracles don’t occur at all times (i.e. it was a miracle that he was brought back
to life and we cannot rely on that miracle happening again this year).”
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ROSH - Rabbi Asher ben Jechiel was born ca. 1250 in Germany, and died in 1327 in Toledo, Spain. Rosh studied in
the yeshivot of the Franco-German Tosafist school, and his outstanding teacher was Rabbi Meir ben Baruch of

Rothenburg.
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Rabbi Nissim ben Reuven (1320 - 1380) of Girona, Catalonia was an influential talmudist and authority on Jewish
law. He was one of the last of the great Spanish medieval talmudic scholars.
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