7’02

Finding Order in the Chaos - Insights from Megillas Rus
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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19. And they both went on until they arrived to Bethlehem. And it came to pass when they arrived to
Bethlehem, that the entire city was astir on their account, and they said, "Is this Naomi?" 20. And she
said to them, "Do not call me Naomi; call me Marah, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.
21. | went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why [then] should you call me Naomi,
seeing that the Lord has testified against me, and the Almighty has dealt harshly with me?" 22. So
Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in- law, with her, who returned from the fields of
Moab-and they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.
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1. Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a mighty man of valor, of the family of Elimelech, and his
name was Boaz. 2. And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "I will go now to the field, and | will glean
among the ears of grain, after someone whom | will please." And she said, "Go, my daughter."
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3. And she went, and she came, and she gleaned in the field after the reapers, and her chance was [to
come to] the field that [belonged] to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.
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4. And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and he said to the reapers, "May the Lord be with you!" And
they said to him, "The Lord bless you." 5. Then Boaz said to his servant, who stood over the reapers, "To
whom does this maiden belong?" 6. And the servant in charge of the reapers answered and said, "She is a

Moabite maiden who returned with Naomi from the fields of Moab.
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1. A song of David; O Lord, who will sojourn in Your tent, who will dwell upon Your holy mount? 2. He
who walks uprightly and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart.
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Abba Hilkiah was a grandson of Honi the Circle-Drawer, and whenever the world was In need of rain the
Rabbis sent a message to him and he prayed and rain fell. Once there was an urgent need for rain and the
Rabbis sent to him a couple of scholars [to ask him] to pray for rain. They came to his house but they did not
find him there. They then proceeded to the fields and they found him there hoeing. They greeted him but he
took no notice of them. Towards evening he gathered some wood and placed the wood and the rake on one
shoulder and his cloak on the other shoulder. Throughout the journey he walked barefoot but when he
reached a stream he put his shoes on; when he lighted upon thorns and thistles he lifted up his garments;
when he reached the city his wife well bedecked came out to meet him; when he arrived home his wife
entered first [the house] and then he and then the scholars. He sat down to eat but he did not say to the
scholars, ‘Join me’. He then shared the meal among his children, giving the older son one portion and the
younger two. He said to his wife, | know the scholars have come on account of rain, let us go up to the roof
and pray, perhaps the Holy One, Blessed be He, will have mercy and rain will fall, without having credit given
to us. They went up to the roof; he stood in one corner and she in another; at first the clouds appeared over
the corner where his wife stood. When he came down he said to the scholars. Why have you scholars come
here? They replied: The Rabbis have sent us to you, Sir, [to ask you] to pray for rain. Thereupon he exclaimed,
Blessed be God, who has made you no longer dependent on Abba Hilkiah. They replied: We know that the
rain has come on your account, but tell us, Sir, the meaning of these mysterious acts of yours, which are
bewildering to us? Why did you not take notice of us when we greeted you? He answered: | was a labourer
hired by the day and | said | must not relax [from my work]. And why did you, Sir, carry the wood on one
shoulder and the cloak on the other shoulder? He replied: It was a borrowed cloak; | borrowed it for one
purpose [to wear] and not for any other Purpose. Why did you, Sir, go barefoot throughout the whole journey
but when you came to a stream you put your shoes on? He replied: What was on the road | could see but not
what was in the water. Why did you, Sir, lift up your garments whenever you lighted upon thorns and
thistles? He replied: This [the body] heals itself, but the other [the clothes] does not. Why did your wife come
out well bedecked to meet you, Sir, when you entered the city? He replied: In order that | might not set my
eyes on any other woman. Why, Sir, did she enter [the house] first and you after her and then we? He replied:
Because | did not know your character. Why, Sir, did you not ask us to join you in the meal? [He replied]:
Because there was not sufficient food [for all]. Why did you give, Sir, one portion to the older son and two
portions to the younger? He replied: Because the one stays at home and the other is away in the Synagogue
[the whole day]. Why, Sir, did the clouds appear first in the corner where your wife stood and then in your
corner? [He replied]: Because a wife stays at home and gives bread to the poor which they can at once enjoy
whilst | give them money which they cannot at once enjoy. Or perhaps it may have to do with certain robbers
In our neighborhood; | prayed that they might die, but she prayed that they might repent [and they did
repent].
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