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Purim: Celebration, Intoxication and Elevation
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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20. And Mordecai inscribed these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21. to enjoin them to make the fourteenth day of the month of Adar
and the fifteenth day thereof, every year, 22. as the days when the Jews rested from their enemies, and
the month that was reversed for them from grief to joy and from mourning to a festive day-to make
them days of feasting and joy, and sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.
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Do not forsake your friend and your father's friend, and do not enter your brother's house on the
day of your misfortune; a close neighbor is better than a distant brother.
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“Rava said: “An individual is required to become intoxicated on Purim until he cannot differentiate
between “Cursed is Haman” and “Blessed is Mordechai.” Rabbah and Rabbi Zeirah conducted their
Purim seudah together. They became intoxicated. Rabbah got up and killed Rabbi Zeirah. The next day
(Rabbah realized what he had done) and prayed for Divine compassion and Rabbi Zeirah was brought
back to life. The following year, Rabbah said to Rabbi Zeirah, “Let us make the Purim seudah together.”
Rabbi Zeirah responded, “miracles don’t occur at all times (i.e. it was a miracle that he was brought back
to life and we cannot rely on that miracle happening again this year).”
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