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Monday, January 16th - Shiloh

Shiloh - Prayer and Possibilities
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1. And there was one man from Ramathaim Zophim, from Mt. Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the
son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.
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2. And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah and the name of the second was Peninnah;
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.
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3. And that man was wont to go up from his city from appointed time to appointed time, to prosfrate .

himself and to slaughter (peace offerings) to the Lord of Hosts in Shiloh, and there the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinhas, were serving the Lord.
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RADAK - R. David Kimchi (Radak) was born in Narbonne, France, ca. 1160, and he died there in 1235.
He was an eminent grammarian and biblical commentator, like his father R. Joseph and his oldest
brother, R. Moses, who were his teachers. His magnum opus, the Michlol, on grammar, incorporated
many theories of the earlier grammarians R. Judah Hayyuj and R. Jonah ibn Janach. Radak is regarded
as one of the greatest Hebrew grammarians. His commentaries on most books of the Bible are extant.
Radak explains the biblical text in accordance with its plain meaning, and he frequently discusses
linguistic points as well, without entirely eschewing homiletical interpretations.
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4. And when it was the day, and Elkanah slaughtered (peace offerings), and he would give to Peninnah
his wife and to all her sons and daughters portions.
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5. And to Hannah he would give one choice portion, for he loved Hannah, and the Lord had shut up her
womb
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6. And her rival would frequently anger her, in order to make her complain, for the Lord had shut up her
womb.
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7. And so he would do year by year, as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, so she would
anger her, and she wept and would not eat.
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8. And Elkanah her husband said to her, "Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why
is your heart sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?"
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9. And Hannah arose after eating and after drinking, and Eli the priest was sitting on the chair beside the
doorpost of the Temple of the Lord.
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10. And she was bitter in spirit, and she prayed to the Lord, and wept.
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11. And she vowed a vow, and said: to Lord of Hosts, if You will look upon the affliction of Your
bondswoman, and You will remember me, and You will not forget Your bondswoman and You will give
Your bondswoman a man-child, and I shall give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall
come upon his head.
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13. But Hannah, she was speaking in her heart, only her lips were moving, and her voice was not heard,
and Eli thought her to be a drunken woman.
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14. And Eli said to her: Until when will you be drunk? Throw off your wine from upon yourself. 15. And
Hannah answered and said: No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit, and neither new wine nor old
wine have I drunk, and I poured out my soul before the Lord. 16. Deliver not your bondswoman before

the unscrupulous woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and my vexation have I spoken until
now.
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17. And Eli answered and said: Go in peace, and the God of Israel will grant your request which you have

asked of Him. 18. And she said: May your bondswoman find favor in your eyes; and the woman went on
her way and ate, and her face was not (sad) anymore.

www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org



