Unmasking the True Self: Insights on Megillas Esther
Rabbi Shmuel Silber

1. Days of Deliverance: Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik {page 47)

he Megillah is a very simple book-and a very profound book.
Read as a book of past events, it is simple. Whoever under-
stands Hebrew can read the Megillah and understand its story.
On the other hand, the Megillah is also a very difficult book if it
is viewed not as a book of the past, but as a book of the present
and the future, a book about human nature and the Jewish des-
tiny in the Diaspora. Our Sages say that Esther sent a letter to
the Sanhedrin, containing one request—that they commit the
story to writing for generations to come (Megillah 7Ta). This
. means that our Sages believed that the book had permanent
i value, not only as recorded history, but as a book of Jewish des-
tiny.
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1. Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus -- he was the Ahasuerus who reigned from Hodu to
Cush, one hundred twenty-seven provinces. 2. In those days, when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of
his kingdom, which was in Shushan the capital. 3. In the third year of his reign, he made a banquet for all
his princes and his servants, the army of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces
[who were] before him. 4. When he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom, and the splendor of his
excellent majesty, many days, yea one hundred and eighty days. 5. And when these days were over, the
king made for alf the people present in Shushan the capital, for [everyone] both great and small, ¢
banquet for seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's orchard,
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20. And Mordecai inscribed these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in gil the provinces of
King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21. to enjoin them to make the fourteenth day of the month of Adar
and the fifteenth day thereof, every year,
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29. Now, Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote down all [the acts of]
power, to confirm the second Purim letter. 30. And he sent letters to all the Jews, to one hundred
twenty-seven provinces, the realm of Ahasuerus, words of peace and truth, 31. to confirm these days of
Purim in their appointed times, as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enfoined them, and as they

had ordained for themselves and for their seed, the matters of the fasts and their cry.
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1. And King Ahasuerus /mposed a tribute on the land and on the isles of the sea. 2. And all the acts of hIS
power and his might and the full account of Mordecai's greatness, how the king advanced him-are they
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?
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13. Day of Deliverance; Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik (page 49) -
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to Ethiopia. The term “ha-molekh, who was reigning,” has the
connotation of attempting to rule, of subjugating, of organizing
the government, of being fearful of failure. The fact that
Ahasuerus was not yet firmly entrenched is responsible for
many of the strange events. He was involved in solidifying his
empire, and he judged every event in terms of how it would
affect his rule over his kingdom. Had Ahasuerus been sure of
himself, he would have acted differently.
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