c'qa

Meaning from the Matriarchs: Purposeful Preparation for the Yomim Noraim
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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Rav Amram ben Sheshna Gaon of the yeshiva in Sura flourished in the ninth century in Babylon and died ca. 875.
He wrote many responsa. In response to a request from Spanish Jewry, R. Amram wrote out the text of the daily
prayers, adding halakhic decisions, comments on customs, and other material. This work, called Seder Rav Amram
Gaon, made its author famous in Spain and subsequently throughout the entire Jewish world, and it contributed
greatly to the standardization of the text of the prayer book.
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Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had not borne to him, and she had an Egyptian handmaid named Hagar. And
Sarai said to Abram, "Behold now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing; please come to my
handmaid; perhaps I will be built up from her." And Abram hearkened to Sarai's voice.
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And Rachel saw that she had not borne [any children] to Jacob, and Rachel envied her sister, and she said to
Jacob, "Give me children, and if not, I am dead." And Jacob became angry with Rachel, and he said, "Am I
instead of God, Who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?" So she said, "Here is my maidservant
Bilhah; come to her, and she will bear [children] on my knees, so that I, too, will be built up from her."
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And when it was the day, and Elkanah slaughtered (peace offerings), and he would give to Peninnah his
wife and to all her sons and daughters portions. And to Hannah he would give one choice portion, for he
loved Hannah, and the Lord had shut up her womb. And her rival would frequently anger her, in order to
make her complain, for the Lord had shut up her womb. And so he would do year by year, as often as she
went up to the house of the Lord, so she would anger her, and she wept and would not eat.
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:w«ëŸwi§ l¬©kid¥
And Elkanah her husband said to her, "Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is
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your heart sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?" And Hannah arose after eating and after drinking,
and Eli the priest was sitting on the chair beside the doorpost of the Temple of the Lord.

`l wxt edinxi .7
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So says the Lord: A voice is heard on high, lamentation, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children,
she refuses to be comforted for her children for they are not. So says the Lord: Refrain your voice from
weeping and your eyes from tears, for there is reward for your work, says the Lord, and they shall come
back from the land of the enemy. And there is hope for your future, says the Lord, and the children shall
return to their own border.
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And the Lord remembered Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as He had spoken. And Sarah
conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. And
Abraham named his son who had been born to him, whom Sarah had borne to him, Isaac
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And the child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, making merry.
And Sarah said to Abraham, "Drive out this handmaid and her son, for the son of this handmaid shall not
inherit with my son, with Isaac." But the matter greatly displeased Abraham, concerning his son. And
God said to Abraham, "Be not displeased concerning the lad and concerning your handmaid; whatever
Sarah tells you, hearken to her voice, for in Isaac will be called your seed. But also the son of the
www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org

c'qa

handmaid I will make into a nation, because he is your seed." And Abraham arose early in the morning,
and he took bread and a leather pouch of water, and he gave [them] to Hagar, he placed [them] on her
shoulder, and the child, and he sent her away; and she went and wandered in the desert of Beer sheba.
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zexit `iadl en`e `ed jld el dxn` ,l`rnyi `ed okid dl 'n` ,l`rnyi ly ezy` z` my
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l`rnyi `ayke ,zekxad oinn aeh lkn l`rnyi ly ezia `lnzpe epa lr d"ad iptl lltzn
mipa lr a` mgxk eilr eia` ingx eykr cry l`rnyi rcie xacd z` el dcibd
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