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1. For the conductor, a maskil of the sons of Korah. 2. As a hart cries longmgly for rivulets of water, so
does my soul cry longingly to You, O God. 3. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; when will | come
and appear before God? 4. My tears were my bread day and night when they say to me all day long,
"Where is your God?" 5. These things | will remember, and | will pour out my soul [because of the pain
which is] upon me, how | passed on with the throng; | walked slowly with them until the house of God
with a joyful shouting and thanksgiving, a celebrating multitude. 6. Why are you downcast, my soul, and
why do you stir within me? Hope to God, for | will yet thank Him for the salvations of His presence. 7. My
God, my soul is downcast upon me; therefore, | will remember You from the land of Jordan and the peaks
of Hermon, from the young mountain. 8. Deep calls to deep to the sound of Your water channels; all
Your breakers and waves passed over me. 9. By day, may the Lord command His kindness, and at night,
may His resting place be with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 10. | will say to God, my Rock, "Why
have You forgotten me? Why should | walk in gloom under the oppression of the enemy?" 11. With
murder in my bones, my oppressors have reproached me by saying to me all day long, "Where is your
God?" 12. Why are you downcast, my soul, and why do you stir within me? Hope to God, for | will yet
thank Him for the salvations of my countenance and my God.
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5. Hirsch Psalms 42:8
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V. 8. ' own. The holy Scriptures very often employ the a‘;:fzg
~of “floods of water” for pain or suffering. “Even here and now,” says ’
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“Thy channels.” The great, billowy deep appcars like an uncontrolled,
overpowering mass of water, but nevertheless the ocean moves with clock-
like regularity. God’s almighty Law guides the mighty mass of waves just
as man directs small quantities of water to form man-made 8*% channels.
$o, t00, it would appear to the superficial eye that the waves of suffering,
following one upon the other with ever-growing force, overwhelm Israel with
uncontrolled violence, but actually it is the Lord Who quictly guides and
channels them all. “One wave of time calls to the other to obey Thy
directions, to follow the lead of Thy guidance.” One cvent forces the other
_to move in the channels which the Lord has set for the course of time.
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And You cast me into the deep in the heart of the seas, and a river surrounded me; all Your breakers and
Your waves passed over me.
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And the Lord appointed a huge fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three
days and three nights.
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Y39 Yy PYO Pravs Y3, oawn are waves which crash against a rock as
if in order to break it, but are broken by the rock instead. In other words,
their force is broken by the resistance of the very object which they meant
to destroy by their impact. B9 are the rolling waves which easily and
effortlessly carry away that which has been delivered up to their power.
All the blows of fatc that affect us secm to have as their purpose to destroy
us by breaking "2wn our spirit, or else to carry us away so that we will
cease to be the Rcrsevering. steadfast people of God. “But all their efforts
:::elom avaxl,. Israel proudly proclaims, “v13y ¥y, they washed over me,
" rcmamed steadfast. Why have I been ablc to resist these on-

aughts of fate? Simply because both the B™3wn and the b3 came from

Thee. Thou didst not :
v suffer the events of time to break us or to carry

9. Hirsch Psalms 42:8
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