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Tehillim- Psalms for the Ages -Chapter 45 (Part 4)
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1. For the conductor on shoshannim, of the sons of Korah, a maskil a song of loves. 2. My heart is astir
with a good theme; | say, "My works are for a king; my tongue is a pen of an expert scribe." 3. You are
more handsome than [other] men; charm is poured into your lips. Therefore, God blessed you forever. 4.
Gird a sword on your thigh, O mighty one, your majesty and your glory. 5. And your glory is that you will
pass and ride for the sake of truth and righteous humility, and it shall instruct you so that your right hand
shall perform awesome things. 6. Your arrows are sharpened, nations shall fall under you, in the heart
of the king's enemies. 7. Your throne, O judge, [will exist] forever and ever; the scepter of equity is the
scepter of your kingdom. 8. You loved righteousness and you hated wickedness; therefore God, your
God, anointed you with oil of joy from among your peers. 9. Myrrh and aloes and cassia are all your
garments; more than ivory palaces, those that are Mine will cause you to rejoice. 10. The daughters of
kings will visit you; the queen will stand at your right [bedecked] with golden jewelry from Ophir. 11.
Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline your ear, and forget your people and your father's house. 12.
And the King shall desire your beauty, for He is your Lord, and prostrate yourself to Him. 13. And the
daughter of Tyre shall seek your presence with tribute, those who are the richest of the people. 14. All
honor [awaits] the King's daughter who is within; her raiment is superior to settings of gold. 15. With
embroidered garments, she will be brought to the King; and virgins in her train who are her companions
will be brought to You. 16. They shall be brought with joy and exultation; they shall come forth into the
King's palace. 17. Instead of your forefathers will be your sons; you shall appoint them as princes
throughout the land. 18. | will mention Your name in every generation; therefore peoples shall thank You
forever and ever.
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And they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" And he said, "Behold in the tent."
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And God said to Abraham, "Be not displeased concerning the lad and concerning your handmaid;
whatever Sarah tells you, hearken to her voice, for in Isaac will be called your seed.
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17. Why Are Women More Religious Than Men? (Marta Trzebiatowska, Steve Bruce, 2012)

.... according to the American Religious Identification Survey, men currently make up 58% of
Americans who claim “no religion,” 70% of Americans who self-identify as atheist, and 75% of
those who self identify as agnostic. Or consider the Pew Forum’s Religious Landscape national
survey, which found that 86% of American women claim to be religious affiliated, but only 79%
of American men claim as much; 77% of women believe in God with absolute certainly, but
only 65% of men do; 66% of women pray daily, but only 49% of men do; 63% of women say that
religion is very important in their lives, but only 49% of men say as much; 44% of women
attend religious services on a weekly basis, but only 34% of men do. The differences may or
may not be significant - social science gets fuzzy here -- but they are consistent.

In short, on just about whatever measures one uses to assess religiosity - frequency of prayer,
belief in God, church attendance, or self-identification - women are more likely than men in
the United States to be religious.

According to data analyzed by Ariela Keysar and Juhem Navarro-Rivera (see “A World of
Atheism: Global Demographics” in the Oxford Handbook of Atheism, 2013), 77% of
self-designated atheists in the Ukraine are male, 76% in Portugal, 70% in Uruguay, 67% in
Japan, 65% in Israel, 65% in Mexico, 61% in Sweden, 60% in the Netherlands, and so on. True,
there are some exceptions - for example, men make up only 47% of self-designated agnostics
in Belgium. And only 48% of agnostics in Japan. But these are exceptions; the overall pattern
of men being more atheist or agnostic than women the world over is clear and strong, leading
these authors to conclude that “atheists, both positive and negative...are predominantly
males” and “global comparisons reveal a wide spectrum of male dominance within the
positive atheist sub-population.”



