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Tehillim-Psalms for the Ages - Chapter 55
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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1. For the conductor, on neginoth, a maskil of David. 2. Incline Your ear, O God, to my prayer and do not
disregard my supplication. 3. Hearken to me and answer me; I lament in my speech and I moan,
4. From the voice of the enemy, because of the distress of the wicked; for they accuse me of iniquity and
they hate me with a vengeance. 5. My heart shudders within me, and terrors of death have fallen upon
me. 6. Fear and trembling come upon me, and horror overcomes me. 7. And I said, "If only I had wings
like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest. 8. Behold I would wander far away; I would lodge in the
desert forever. 9. I would quickly find myself a refuge from a sweeping wind, from a tem pest."01Destroy,
O Lord, divide their tongue, for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 11. Day and night they surround
it on its walls, and iniquity and sin are in its midst. 12. Destruction is within it, and blows and deceit do
not move out of its square. 13. For no enemy reviled me that I should bear it; my enemy did not open his
mouth wide against me, that I should hide from him. 14. And you are a man of my equal, my prince and
my esteemed one. 15. That together we would devise counsel; in the house of God we would walk with a
multitude. 16. May He incite Death upon them; may they descend to the grave alive, for there are evils in
their dwelling, in their midst. 17. I shall call to God, and the Lord will save me. 18. Evening, morning, and
noontime, I speak and moan, and He hearkened to my voice. 19. He redeemed my soul with peace from
the battle that came upon me, because of the many [people who] were with me. 20. May God hear and
answer them, and the One who dwells from time immemorial forever, for there is no passing for them,
and they did not fear God. 21. He stretched forth his hands against him who was at peace with him; he
profaned his covenant. 22. Smooth were the buttery words of his mouth but his heart was set on war; his
words were softer than oil, but they are curses. 23. Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will bear you;
He shall never allow a righteous man to falter. 24. But You, O God, shall lower them to the Pit of
Destruction; men of blood and deceit shall not live half their days, but I will trust in You.
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Rabbi Moses (Maharam) Alshech was born in Turkey in 1507, and died sometime after 1593. Alshech came from a
family of Spanish origin. He emigrated to Israel and settled in Safed, where he became a dayyan in the rabbinical
court headed by Rabbi Joseph Caro.
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10. And Jacob left Beer sheba, and he went to Haran.
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5. And Isaac sent Jacob, and he went to Padan aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the
brother of Rebecca, the mother of Jacob and Esau.
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8. And Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were displeasing to his father Isaac. 9. So Esau went to
Ishmael, and he took Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael, the son of Abraham, the sister of Nebaioth, in
addition to his other wives as a wife.
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did eieeiv zilkze oal zepan dy` jl gwe mx` dpct jl mew el deve orpk zepan dy` gwi `ly
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Rav Yoseph Dov Baer haLevi Soloveitchik was born in Lithuania in 1820. R. Yoseph Baer is known also as the Beit
haLevi, after his books which include responsa entitled Beit haLevi, a volume more of insights than responsa, and
the Beit haLevi on the Torah. He died in Brisk in 1892, and was succeeded by his son, R. Haym, who had married
the granddaughter of the Netziv and had served as a Rosh Yeshiva in the Volozhyn Yeshiva alongside the Netziv.
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Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz was born in Luntschitz (Lenczyk, Poland) c. 1540. From 1604 he was
assistant Rabbi to R. Judah Loew (Maharal) in Prague and was Rosh Yeshiva, and eventually succeeded Maharal
(after his death) as Rabbi of Prague in 1609. He was active in public affairs and a member of the Council of the Four
Lands. He had many disciples, the most famous being R. Yom Tov Lipman Heller (author of the Tosfot Yom Tov to
the Mishna), and R. Shabbtai haLevi Horowitz, son of the Shela (author of Vavei haAmudim). He died in 1619.
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51. And Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, for "God has caused me to forget all my toil and all my father's
house." 52. And the second one he named Ephraim, for "God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction."
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13. So that my soul will sing praises to You and not be silent. O Lord, my God, I will thank You forever.
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