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The Path to Success: Insights on Tehillim (Chapter 1)
In memory of Chavie Klein z’l, Chava bas Yitzchok Mordechai
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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mi´¦rẄx§ Kx¤
¤ce§ mi®¦wiC©¦ v Kx¬¤
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1. The praises of a man are that he did not follow the counsel of the wicked, neither did he stand in the
way of sinners nor sit in the company of scorners. 2. But his desire is in the law of the Lord, and in His law
he meditates day and night. 3. He shall be as a tree planted beside rivulets of water, which brings forth its
fruit in its season, and its leaves do not wilt; and whatever he does prosper. 4. Not so the wicked, but
[they are] like chaff that the wind drives away. 5. Therefore, the wicked shall not stand up in judgment,
nor shall the sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall perish.
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R. Ya'akov Yosef haCohen (Katz) was the greatest of the Besht's disciples together with R. Dov Baer of Mezritch.
He served as rabbi of many communities, and from 1770 in Polonne, where he died in 1782. He was very
influential in transforming Hassidism into a widespread movement.
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26. They went, and they came to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in
the desert of Paran, to Kadesh. They brought them back a report, as well as to the entire congregation,
and they showed them the fruit of the land. 27. They told him and said, "We came to the land to which
you sent us, and it is flowing with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28. However, the people who
inhabit the land are mighty, and the cities are extremely huge and fortified, and there we saw even the
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offspring of the giant. 29. The Amalekites dwell in the south land, while the Hittites, the Jebusites, and
the Amorites dwell in the mountainous region. The Canaanites dwell on the coast and alongside the
Jordan."
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Caleb silenced the people to [hear about] Moses, and he said, "We can surely go up and take possession
of it, for we can indeed overcome it."
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