Dialogue and Disclosure: Insights on Tehillim (Chapter 1-Part 6)
In memory of Chavie Klein z’l, Chava bas Yitzchok Mordechai
Rabbi Shmuel Silber

1. The praises of a man are that he did not follow the counsel of the wicked, neither did he stand in the way of
sinners nor sit in the company of scorners. 2. But his desire is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he
meditates day and night. 3. He shall be as a tree planted beside rivulets of water, which brings forth its fruit in its
season, and its leaves do not wilt; and whatever he does prosper. 4. Not so the wicked, but they are like chaff that
the wind drives away. 5. Therefore, the wicked shall not stand up in judgment, nor shall the sinners in the
congregation of the righteous. 6. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
perish.

5. The Hirsch Psalms Chapter 1 Verse 2
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14. Reuben went in the days of the wheat harvest, and he found dudaim in the field and brought them to
Leah, his mother, and Rachel said to Leah, "Now give me some of your son's dudaim." 15. And she said to her,
"Is it a small matter that you have taken my husband, that [you wish] also to take my son's dudaim?" So
Rachel said, "Therefore, he shall sleep with you tonight as payment for your son's dudaim."
Approach #1:

8. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 30 Verse 14

Approach #2:

30. And he came also to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than Leah; and he worked with him yet
another seven years.

32. And Leah conceived and bore a son, and she named him Reuben, for she said, "Because the Lord has seen my
affliction, for now my husband will love me." . And she conceived again and bore a son, and she said, "Since the
Lord has heard that I am hated, He gave me this one too." So she named him Simeon. . And she conceived again
and bore a son, and she said, "Now this time my husband will be attached to me, for I have borne him three sons;
therefore, He named him Levi.

. And she conceived again and bore a son, and she said, "This time, I will thank the Lord! Therefore, she named
him Judah, and [then] she stopped bearing.

16. When Jacob came from the field in the evening, and Leah came forth toward him, and she said, "You
shall come to me, because I have hired you with my son's dudaim," and he slept with her on that night.
17. And God hearkened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son.

