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1. The praises of a man are that he did not follow the counsel of the wicked, neither did he stand in the way of
sinners nor sit in the company of scorners. 2. But his desire is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day
and night.  3. He shall be as a tree planted beside rivulets of water, which brings forth its fruit in its
season, and its leaves do not wilt; and whatever he does prosper. 4. Not so the wicked, but they are like
chaff that the wind drives away. 5. Therefore, the wicked shall not stand up in judgment, nor shall the sinners in the
congregation of the righteous. 6. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
perish.
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“And he shall be like a tree planted [shatul] by streams of water”. The students of the school of Rabbi Yannai
say: The verse states that a Torah scholar is comparable to a tree that has been uprooted from its original
location and replanted [shatul] somewhere else. It does not say that he is comparable to a tree that is planted
[natu’a] and remains in one place. This is teaching that anyone who learns Torah from one teacher alone
never sees a sign of blessing, as it is necessary to acquire knowledge from many teachers. Rav Chisda said to
the Sages who were studying with him: I wish to say something to you, but I am afraid that then you will leave
me and go. What did he wish to tell them? He wanted to say that any-one who learns Torah from one teacher
alone never sees a sign of blessing. When the students heard this, they did in fact leave him and went to learn
from Rava. Rav Chisda said to them: That matter applies only with regard to reasoning, i.e., in order to come
up with sophisticated reasoning it is necessary to hear many different opinions. But with regard to the oral
tradition itself, it is preferable to learn from one teacher so that he will not become confused by the different
versions of the same statements he hears from each teacher, as he will have no clear authoritative version
from one source. 

6.  The Hirsch Psalms (Chapter 1 Verse 3)


