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The Sound of Silence: Insights on Tehillim (Chapter 65-Part i)
Dedicated by by Suri Reiner in loving memory of her mother Henna Rochel bas Binyamin Chaim and her
grandmothers, Fayga bas Yaakov Halevi and Frayda bas Shmuel
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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1. For the conductor, a psalm of David, a song. 2. Silence is praise to You, God in Zion, and to You a
Vow is paid. 3. You, Who hearken to prayer, to You all flesh shalf come. 4. Words of iniquities have overcome me;
as for our transgressions, You shall atone for them. 5. Praiseworthy is he whom You choose and draw near to dwell
in Your courts; let us be sated with the goodness of Your house, the sanctity of Your Temple. 6. With awesome
deeds, through Your charity You shall answer us, God of our salvation, the trust of all the distant ends of the earth
and the sea. 7. Who sets mountains with His strength, Who is girded with might. 8. Who humbles the roaring of the
seas, the roaring of their waves, and the multitude of kingdoms. 9. And the dwellers of the ends fear Your signs;
with the emergence of morning and evening, You cause them to sing praises. 10. You remember the earth and
water it; You enrich it greatly with the stream of God which is full of water; You prepare their corn for so do You
prepare it. 11. To sate its furrows, to afford pleasure to its troops; with raindrops You dissolve it, You bless its
plants. 12. You crowned a year of Your goodness, and Your paths drip with fatness. 13. They drip upon the

dwellings of the desert, and hills gird themselves with joy. 14. Meadows are clothed with flocks, and valleys are
enwrapped with corn; they shout for joy, they sing.
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Moses led Israel away from the Red Sea, and they went out into the desert of Shur; they walked for three
days in the desert but did not find water.
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Moses led Israel away: lit., made Israel journey. He led them away against their will, for the Egyptians
had adorned their steeds with ornaments of gold, silver, and precious stones, and the Israelites were
finding them in the sea. The plunder at the sea was greater than the plunder in Egypt, as it is said: “We

will make you rows of gold with studs of silver” (Song of Songs 1:11). Therefore, he had to lead them
against their will,
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4. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch Chapter 15 Verse 22

V. 22, mm yon. This expression does nmot occur in any of the
further moves of the people. It tells us that more than ordinary insistance
had to be used to induce the people to break camp from the shores of the
Red Sea, And indeed that which they had experienced on these shores
was of quite sufficient weight to chain their minds and feelings to the spot
permanently, And then, to journey away from this place of the most direct
protection of God straight into a desert which seems to have been the
most arid and desolate of all parts of the desert! Hence, also the term
W, they “went out”, as if from a protecting enclosing place into the
opposite.
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