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‘Perek Shira: The Power of Song - Shemesh (The Sun)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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The Sun says: The sun and the moon stood in their dwellings; to the light 5f Your arrows they go, to the
brightness of the lightning of Your spear.
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9. And Joshua came to them suddenly; he had gone up from G//gal aII mght 1o0. And the Lord confused them before
Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and they chased them by the way that goes up to
Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, and to Makkedah. 11. And it was as they fled from before Israel, and were
in the descent of Beth-horon, that the Lord cast down great stones from heaven upon them to Azekah, and they
died. There were more who died with the hailstones than whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. 12. Then
Joshua spoke to the Lord on the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he
said in the sight of Israel, "Sun, stand still upon Gibeon, and Moon in the valley of Ajalon." 13. And the sun stood
still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is this not written in the
book of Jashar? (which is the Torah)? So the sun stood still in the midst of the heaven, and it did not hasten to go
down exactly a whole day. 14. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened to the
voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel.
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And it came to pass, when they took them outside, that he said, "Flee for your life, do not look behind
you, and do not stand in the entire plain. Flee to the mountain, lest you perish."

B D7D NWNTA .9
7D 2781 TN TN MWK 1207 (12)
And his wife looked from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.
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So may perish all Your enemies, O Lord; but they that love Him (should be) as the sun when he goes forth
in his might.” And the land rested forty years.
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