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Perek Shira: The Power of Song - Midbar (Desert)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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The Wilderness (desert) is saying: “The wilderness and the desert shall rejoice, and the arid region shall
exult, and blossom like the rose.”
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The Sages said that the fortunes of Caesarea, which represents Rome, and Jerusalem are diametric
opposites. If, therefore, someone says to you that both cities are destroyed, do not believe him. Similarly,
if he says to you that they are both settled in tranquility, do not believe him. If, however, he says to you
that Caesarea is destroyed and Jerusalem is settled, or that Jerusalem is destroyed and Caesarea is
settled, believe him. As it is stated: “Because Tyre has said against Jerusalem: Aha, the gates of the
people have been broken; she is turned to me; I shall be filled with her that is laid waste” (Ezekiel 26:2),
and Tyre, like Caesarea, represents Rome. Consequently, the verse indicates that if this city is filled, that
one is laid waste, and if that city is filled, this one is laid waste. The two cities cannot coexist.
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You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
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7.  Torah from the Years of Wrath (96)
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And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: Go and call out in the ears of Jerusalem, saying: so said the
Lord: I remember to you the lovingkindness of your youth, the love of your nuptials, your following Me in
the desert, in a land not sown.
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I remember to you: Were you to return to Me, I would desire to have mercy on you for I remember the
loving kindness of your youth and the love of the nuptials of your wedding canopy, when I brought you
into the wedding canopy ... Now what was the loving kindness of your youth? Your following My
messengers, Moses and Aaron, from an inhabited land to the desert without provisions for the way since
you believed in Me.
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