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Perek Shira: The Power of Song - Midbar (Desert)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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The Wilderness (desert) is saying: “The wilderness and the desert shall rejoice, and the arid region shall
exult, and blossom like the rose.”
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The Sages said that the fortunes of Caesarea, which represents Rome, and Jerusalem are diametric
opposites. If, therefore, someone says to you that both cities are destroyed, do not believe him. Similarly,
if he says to you that they are both settled in tranquility, do not believe him. If, however, he says to you
that Caesarea is destroyed and Jerusalem is settled, or that Jerusalem is destroyed and Caesarea is
settled, believe him. As it is stated: “Because Tyre has said against Jerusalem: Aha, the gates of the
people have been broken; she is turned to me; | shall be filled with her that is laid waste” (Ezekiel 26:2),
and Tyre, like Caesarea, represents Rome. Consequently, the verse indicates that if this city is filled, that
one is laid waste, and if that city is filled, this one is laid waste. The two cities cannot coexist.
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You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
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7. Torah from the Years of Wrath (96)
On Parashat Beshalah (January 20), a young rebel escaped

from the notorious Pawiak Prison, located not far from the
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'f“:ec‘?“‘?, _BEt M'Hi_m’h‘ Andrzej Kott, the Zi-year old leader

of the military wing of a resistance mavement
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assimilated Jewish parents '
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the ghetto offering a 2,000 zloty award for the arrest of "the

ew Andr‘zej Kott." More ominously, the Nazis invoked
0 heii };)ol‘icy of collective punishment. By
aad tiey had rounded up 255 Jews, searchin;_g
primarily  for well-known community leaders and
professionals but also seizing jews off the street in
apparently random arrests. None of the hostages survived
Nazi incarceration.
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The Rebbe spent the '
following  Sabbath X7 A e M"J” -lft‘?i.
(Yitro, January 27) in 5 - :
hiding. The entry -for _)j), ne l
that week begins e

with  an  unusual :
first-person annotation. Immediately after the traditional
opening "Blessed is God. Yitro," the Rebbe added the
phrase "in exile” (be-galut). He then struck out the phrase
and wrote above it, "On this Sabbath [ was in hiding. "

The size and makeup of the Rebbe's audience that week
remains unknown. He may have been spea king with other
communal leaders who were also hiding from Nazi
Patrols. It is not impossible that he was completely alone,

recording his thoughts for posterity. The Rebbe’s message,
however, was one of defiance and spiritual courage,
Certainly reflecting on his immediate situation, the Rebbe
emphasized the value of learning Torah under difficult

circumstances:
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Approach #3:
2 P58
70N 7 "N1R1 PP N 112 TAK? 0w 3 DRIRY 77 (2) VR R pTIRTI ()
YT KD PR 13702 PN 027 TH13 nank 7
And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: Go and call out in the ears of Jerusalem, saying: so said the

Lord: | remember to you the lovingkindness of your youth, the love of your nuptials, your following Me in
the desert, in a land not sown.
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I remember to you: Were you to return to Me, | would desire to have mercy on you for | remember the
loving kindness of your youth and the love of the nuptials of your wedding canopy, when | brought you
into the wedding canopy ... Now what was the loving kindness of your youth? Your following My
messengers, Moses and Aaron, from an inhabited land to the desert without provisions for the way since
you believed in Me.
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