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Pressed and Purposeful - Insights on Tehillim (Chapter 8-Part ill)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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1. To the conductor, on the gittith, a song of David. 2. O Lord, our Master, how mighty is Your name in
all the earth, for which You should bestow Your majesty upon the heavens. 3. Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings You have established strength because of Your adversaries, in order to put an end to enemy
and avenger. 4. When | see Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and stars that You have
established, 5. what is man that You should remember him, and the son of man that You should be
mindful of him? 6. Yet You have made him slightly less than the angels, and You have crowned him with
glory and majesty. 7. You give him dominion over the work of Your hands; You have placed
everything beneath his feet. 8. Flocks and cattle, all of them, and also the beasts of the field; 9. the

birds of the sky and the fish of the sea, he traverses the ways of the seas. 10. O Lord, our Master, how
mighty is Your name in all the earth!

R P02 1 P18 2900 PN .2
J97K7 992°17 DA TIT AOTWD 90,00 MR W ...

fH DIOD D PID OVOD 'L .3
ODICYD OWMP ONIN O DI H3L INF DD - PIDID (X)

TR 927 [7] 777 7T (7212) 200N v 4
D39 09977 RITW N1°9%M YR 2937 393 DIV DY ,0°nan Dy nrank R, N 927 [1]

f DIOD D PID OVID 'L .5
DWW NN ™Y 1H

6. The Hirsch Psalms Chapter 8 Verse 1

B e T

{ste Comm. o Exod 27 2()} The word m, "the wme press”, is used in
Lamentations 1:15, Joel 4:13, Isaiah 63:2, 3, as an allegorical expression
for the prievous catastrophes which God has visited upon the nations, This
figure of speech, however, indicates that what is meant is only apparent de-
struction, while in reality the painful, bruising pressure such as occurs during
the wine-pressing operation does not destroy but only brings out all the fine
. and noble essence that was locked within the crushed grape. Thus the super-
e ——

scription of nPnan ¥y “upon the wine pressing” would characterize the cont
e : ent

of a psalm as a meditation upon the eonobling effect of those afflictio
, decreed by God for the moral betterment of mankind, or -

the ennobling of
) f_"f{_b}"‘_'ﬁh‘, about by 1hc Lord by means uf such suffering. (Cf. o¥san wam),
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16 These are the names of the men Moses sent to scout the Land and Moses called Hoshea the son of

Nun, Joshua.
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R. Obadiah b"r Jacob Seforno was born ca. 1480 in Italy. Besides his expertise in sundry areas of Torah knowledge, he
studied medicine and other studies. He settled in Bologna where he practiced medicine, studied and taught Torah, and
was involved in public affairs, served as a judge and even established and headed a yeshiva. He died ca. 1550.
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R. Hezekiah b. Manoah lived in the 13th century in France or Provenzia.
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They said to each other, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt!"
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