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Understanding The Mitzvah; Appreciating The Message = "Iy N71°00
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Verse 9: Ad-noy spoke to Moshe, saying, Verse 10: Speak to Bnei Yisroel and say to them; when you
come into the land that I give to you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring an omer of the first fruits
of your harvest to the kofein. Verse 11: He shall wave the omer before Ad-noy that it be favorably
accepted for you. On the day after the day of rest (Pesach), the kohein shall wave it. Verse 12; You
shall prepare, on the day when you wave the omer, an unblemished, male, yearling lamb as a
burnt-offering, to Ad-noy. Verse 13: Its meal-offering is two tenths of flour mixed with [olive] oil as a
fire-offering to Ad-noy of pleasing fragrance. Its wine-offering is one fourth of a /in. Verse 14: Bread,
parched grain or tender grain you shall not eat until this very day, until you bring the offering of your
G-d; it is an everlasting statute for all your generations in all your dwelling places. Verse 15: You shall
count for yourselves, from the day after the day of rest (Pesach) from the day on which you will bring
the omer wave-offering, seven complete weeks they shall be, Verse 16: Until the day after the seventh
week, you shall count fifty days, and you shall bring a new meal-offering to Ad-noy.

Agricultural Approach (#1)
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TOLEDOT YIZHAK - R. Isaac ben R. Joseph Caro was born in Toledo in 1458 and was a student of R.



Isaac Canpanton - the Gaon of Castille. He moved to Portugal before the Spanish expulsion, and headed
a yeshiva in Lisbon. After the Jews were expelled from Portugal in 1497 he wandered to Constantinople,
and served as a rabbi in the city. All his sons passed away in the expulsion. After the death of his brother
R. Efraim, he adopted his nephew R. Joseph Caro, who included a number of his uncle’s responsa in his
works. Toledot Yizhak is a commentary on the Pentateuch including literal, homiletical, kabbalistic, and
philosophical interpretations. It was first published in Constantinople, 1518, and subsequently many
times. After publishing Toledot Yizhak, he decided to emigrate to Erez Israel, but, on the way he was
delayed in Damascus. He apparently passed away in Jerusalem, 1535.
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HIZKUNI - R. Hezekiah b. Manoah lived in the 13th century in France or Provenzia. He was famous for
his volume Hizkuni on the Torah, an anthology of Midrashim and earlier commentaries, including Rashi
(the only one mentioned by name), Rashbam, R. Joseph Bechor Shor, and many others.
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Grief/Mourning Approach (#3)
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MEIE, ' YEHUDAH, R' YOSE, B’ SHIMON, AND B' ELAZAR BEN
SHAMUA/ iy mnix 07 ripyy BI o — AND T WA
THESE later disciples who UPHELD the study of 'PORAK AT 1A

ONE HAB LEARNED TORAH IN HIS YOUTH, Im3gis m1im Ty —
HE SHOULD LEARN TORAH IN HIS OLD AGE™™  mvpabp 0 1

inwthrs ~ Even I¥ ONE HAD DISCIPLES IN HIS YOUTH, 15 wn
inupma BTRbD — HE SHOULD HAVE DISCIPLES. TN HIS OLD AGE.
N1 QYT YT PR3, TRKIY — AS IT SAYS: IV THE MORNING
SOW YOUR 8GED, etc.

"~ The Baraisa records that R’ Akiva exemplified this principle
himseif: o ?-'
M — THEY SAID: w3y 12 v wpehn man aby 1y ooy
MY — R' AKIVA HAD TWELYE THOUSAND PAIRS OF DISCIPLES#!
DIPE Y N3M ~ extending FROM GEVAS UNTIL ANTIPARIS®
T PR 3 1¥395 — AND THEY ALL DIED DURING ONE PERIOD

TIME.Y
More about this spisode: ‘

oyp — A Tanma stated:  n9yy 7g) Npgn 1 09I — ALL iTag
TWELVE THOUSAND PAIRS OT DISCIPLES! DIED BETWYEN PEsAcH
AND SHAVUOSM  xa 03 w1y a7 1ok — Rav Chana bar Abhy
said, 7R% 3 KO0 AN kP — and others say that Ray
Chiyn bar Avin said: 1y i anp o — They all died op
agly death. X1 'y —~ What death was #? 1M 97 wpy
mppes ~ Rav Nochman said: Askerah. '™

njY A Tiny gy MY e — BECAUSETHEY DID NOT TREAT BACH
OTHER WITH RESPECT.™ nuy obiwy mup) — AMD THE WORLD |
WAS LEFT BARREN of Torah™  apmian Syk spopy 0 899 50
myy Axywh o9 — UNTIL R' AKIVA CAME TO OUR RABBIS BV .
THE BOUTH AND TAUGHT [THE TORAE] TO THEM. '37) 771 737
Yo 13 Tty 137) pvew ) e Ty — They were @
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6. In the morning, sow your seed, and in the evening, do not withhold your hand, for you know not
which will succeed, this one or that one, or whether both of them will be equally good.
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Rabbi Jacob Emden was a rabbi and notable talmudist, and prominent cpponent of the Sabbateans.
He was born at Altona June 4, 1697, and died there April 18, 1776. He was the son of the Chacham Tzvi,
and a great-great grandson of Elijah Ba'al Shem of Chelm. Emden was the father of Meshullam Solomon,
one of two rival Chief Rahbis of England from 1765 to 1780.
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Zerachiah ben Isaac Ha-Levi Gerondi called the Baa/ Ha-Maor (author of the book Ha-Maor) was
born about 1125 in the town of Girona, Spain (hence the name Gerondi) and died after 1186 in Lunel, He
was a famous rabbi, Torah and Talmud commentator and a poet. :
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DUR3N $BK — RATHER, THUS SAID THE SAGES: The propet way to
mourn for the Temple is that when 10 10 DE O 19 — A
MAN APPLIES PLASTER TO HIS HOUSE, Uy 137 2 "¢y — BE
SBOULD LEAVE A SMALL [ATEA] OF IT unplastered.

The Gemara momentarily digresses to provide a clarification of
this ingtruction: .
3} ~ And how much should be left unpiasiered? ey 3 p8
iy by mpye — Rav Yosef sald: An srea of [one] amah by [one]
amah B8 gTen 21 oy — Rav Chisda said:  nngas 73n -
The proper location of the unplagtered area is opposite the
door.m i :

The Gemara resumes its neeount of R’ Yehoshua's ingtructions:
TIP3 5P TR MY — AMANMAY PREPARE AMEAL, Wi
LI 137 ~ BUTHE SROULD LEAVE OUT SOME SMALLPART, i.e. one
item on the menu.

‘T'he Gemara secks a clarifieation:
®om ey ~ What is [an example] of such an item?

The Qamara anawers:

XJum07 Kpy Kyp 37 M — Rav Pappa spid: A ple of fish
hagh,i#84 :

R’ Yehoshua teaches a third way to mourn for the Temple:
Tyrwan by s Y — A WOMAN MAY APPLY ALL OF HER usual
ADORNMENTS, Uy 37 njugm —~ SUT SHE SHOULD OMIT
BOME SMALL [ADURNMENT]

}ai

Tha Gemara seeks a clarification:

K118 — What is [an example] of such an adornment?
The Gemara anawers:

XYY N3 59 my — Rav said: The hair on her temple.5

R’ Yehoshua provides a Scriptural basis for instituting these
practices as expresgions of mowrning for the destruction of the
Holy Temple:
w3y van'p e PR MR NEU RGBS, 0Ny -

FOR IT I8 STATED:™| IF { PORGET YOU, O JERUSALEM, MAY MY RIGHT
HAND WITHER! MAY MY TONGUE CLEAVE TO THE ROOF OF MY MOUTH
if I do not remember you, if I do riot set Jerusalem above my highest
Jjoy!

The Gemara anis:
“npyy Wit by, orkp —~ What is the meaning of if I do not set
Jerusalem above my highest joy?

The Gemara ssnwers: )
POy 21 s ~ Rav Yitzehok said:  topn wampy nbpn wpas iy
— This refers to ashes® that are piaced om the heads of
bridegroomas at their weddings 83 a sign of mourning for the
destruction of Jeruzalem snd the Temple.l*
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If I forget you Yerushalayim, let my right hand forget its skill. Let my tongue adhere to my palate, if I
fail to recall you, if I fali to elevate Yerushalayim above my foremost joy.
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Mwﬁnaﬁ, Having mentioned Rabban Yochanar ben Zaklai's innovation regardmg the shofar, the Mishnah
digresses to cite other innovations that he ingtituted:

W e Yy afb mg ey ~ Originally, in the days that the Temple stood, the luluy was taken in the

Temple all seven days of Succos, 1K o mirPeay —~ ond in the ‘provinces on only one (i.e. the first) day, i

uhIT Ny 217 — When the Second Temple was destroyed, yaw mIvmg by A st wka] 13 TN 130 Tpoi
© vy — Rabban Yochanar ben Zakdkai insttiuted that the filov be taken in the provinces all seven dey of

Succas in remembrance of the Temple,! - 91y by ow sy ~ and that the entire Day of Waving™® should

be forbidden for eating from the new crop of grain, ™!

Gemara The Gemara addresses the basgis for Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai's institution “in remem-
brance of the Templa": -
{ "Rk W91 1YY 13991 —~ From where in Scripture is it known te
* us that we are bidden to make a remembrance of the Temple?
\ K7p et — For the verse states:™  3h ngjusnbys ., — For 1
: will make a cure for you  MURY PR TR — and from
| your wounds will I heal you — the word of Hashem; moT% -
\ N7 W — for they [ie. the nations of the world] called you
" “Discurded One,” ' i wTT v¥I PV — [saying], "She is
Zion, there is none who seeks her.”  my17 KyR7 YoM — From
the words there is none who seeks her, it is implied that she .
requires geeking™ And Rebban Yochanan ben Zaklkai deter
mined that a way to commemorate Zion is by performing the

witzvab of fulay in the Temple manner. b 10D b 7 DIED £HY PEEY 'EY .16
PR3D OOYILH D D3 ORNNEY (30 /HIPN/ OE) DT - DYIE BIPN3 Y1 3N D SNEHY3
JEHID D3 £25 OPRPN (/22 HIPYY/ BE) IDOT - THb O INTNIY 0

DD NHILY HOWNHTM LI 11 21565 MO M2 IMB PP O - NEH KD GD oMY HIE
©2H39 70 IMH IhH 321 DD 01D DI 1Y IMH INH 30> (B ,NB) PN PINHT ,IPM

DD OPD DI - IMD PHS NI, 1PN IMD - PIID A3 190 HD

1 PB P PID YR .17
2 TR WIT RO IPR T W T3 02 ORI RO TOIDRmY 7 799K hvR o
For I will make a cure for you, and I wiii heal you from your wounds - the word of Hashem, for they
called you “Discarded!”, saying, “She is Zion - no one cares about her.
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Chacham Yosef Chaim (1 September 1832 — 30 August 1909) was a leading Hakham {Sephardic
Rabbr), authority on Jewish law (Halakha) and Master Kabbalist. He is best known as author of the work
on Halakha Ben Ish Chai ("Son of Man (who) Lives"), by which title he is also known.



