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Verse 1: Korach took, [Korach], the son of Yitzhar the son of Kehos, the son of Levi, and Dasan and
Aviram the sons of Eliav, and On the son of Peles, the sons of Reuvein. Verse 2: They rose up before
Moshe with men from Bnei Yisroel [numbering] two hundred and fifty, who were the leaders of the
congregation, those who were called to meetings, men of [prominent] name. Verse 3: They gathered
against Moshe and Aharon, and they said to them: "You have [taken] too much for yourselves [and]
since the entire congregation are all holy and Ad-noy is in their midst, why do you raise yourselves above
the assembly of Ad-noy"? Verse 4: Moshe heard, and he fell upon his face. Verse 5: He spoke to
Korach and to his entire congregation, saying: "{In the] morning, Ad-noy will make known who is
[qualified to be] His, and who is holy, He will bring close to Him: and whoever He chooses, He will bring
near to Him. Verse 6: Do this: Take, for yourseives, fire pans, Korach and his entire congregation,
Verse 7: and place fire in them and put incense upon them before Ad-noy, tomorrow; and it will be that
the man who will be chosen by Ad-noy, he is the holy one; [you have taken] too much upon yourselves,
sons of Levi."
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Ad-noy spoke to Moshe, saying; Verse 2: "Say to Elazar the son of Aharon, the kohein and have him lift
up the firepans from the inferno, and you, scatter the fire yonder, for, they were sanctified; Verse 3:
[These] firepans of these sinners [who paid] with their souls, and make them into hammered sheets to

overlay the altar, for they were brought in offering before Ad-noy and they were sanctified; and they
shall be for & sign for Bnei Yisroel.
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16. The Lord said to Moses saying: 17. Speak to the children and take from them a staff for each father's
house from all the chieftains according to their fathers' houses; [a total of] twelve staffs, and inscribe
each man's name on his staff. 18. Inscribe Aaron's name on the staff of Levi, for there is [only] one staff
for the head of their fathers' house. 19. You shall place the staffs in the Tent of Meeting before [the [Ark
of] the Testimony where I commune with you. 20. The staff of the man whom I will choose will blossom,
and I will calm down [turning away] from Myself the complaints of the children of Israel which they are
complaining against you. 21. Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and all their chieftains gave him a
staff for each chieftain according to their fathers' houses, [a total of] twelve staffs, and Aaron's staff was
amidst their staffs. 22. Moses placed the staffs before the Lord in the Tent of the Testimony. 23. And on
the following day Moses came to the Tent of Testimony, and behold, Aaron's staff for the house of Levi
had blossomed! It gave forth blossoms, sprouted buds, and produced ripe almonds. 24. Moses took out
all the staffs from before the Lord, to the children of Israel; they saw and they took, each man his staff.
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7. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch Numbers Chapter 16 Verses 6-7

V. 67, Moses had- seen through Korach, Nothing but jealousy &)

of the priestly honour conferred on the tribe of Aaron, placing the rest
of the Levite families in the background, had brought him to rebellion.
~To do away with this distinction — perhaps that the popular vote might
even confer it on him and his descendants, — he had declared the equal
right of everybody to have this honour, to be the motive of his uprising
and czised doubts s to the authority of Aaron being raised to that dignity
being directed by God. Very well then, if they are really cdnvinced of the
teuth of their assertions let them dare to put them to the test, and in
accordance with what they asserted let them approach God with a high-
priestly function. The highest point of the high priestly office is the offering
of nwp, in the action symbolising the highest degree of giving oneself

- up completely, without any reservation whatsoever, (the incense is com-
 pletely sublimated leaving no residue IL) to giving satisfaction to God.

In accordance with their assertion that they are all worthy to be peiests,
let them then approach God by offering incense and stand ready for God

‘to decide. But, he warned them, not only for all the rest of the tribes

who were represented by the two hundred and fifty men, but even for the
Levites who stood after all quite near to the Sanctuary, as whose represen-
tative Korach wished to be regarded, it was a fateful arrogznt presumption,
hence: %19 3 139 39! o
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R. Moshe Hayim b. R. Ya'akov Hai Luzzato was born in Padua, Italy, in 1707. In 1743 he and his
family emigrated to the Holy Land, settfing in Acco, but it has been accepted that they all perished in an
outburst of plague in 1747, and according to tradition, was buried in Tverya.



