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46. And Rebecca said to Isaac, "I am disgusted with my life because of the daughters of Heth. If Jacob

takes a wife of the daughters of Heth like these, from the daughters of the land, of what use is life to
me?"

02 POD DWRT2 .2
QIR 778 2 0% 3 <1933 Nidan My npn~KY ¥ WoRY miEm 0K 7797 3pY UK PR RPN
TR TI9N 0K TR VTP O 3 YN 137 naan M ben 27Tz TN 2% w2
IDITVEN TURR PIRTIR TOWIY 0K JYUN 37 07138 N2 J771m T 07y el nvin
O1AR? DR
1. And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and he commanded him and said to him, "You shall not take
a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 2. Arise, go to Padan aram, to the house of Bethuel, your mother's
father, and take yourself from there a wife of the daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3. And may
the Almighty God bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, and you shall become an assembly of

peoples. 4. And may He give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your seed with you, that you
may inherit the land of your sojournings, which God gave to Abraham."
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19. And these are the generations of Isaac the son of Abraham; Abraham begot Isaac.
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Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz was borm in Luntschitz (Lenczyk, Poland) c. 1540. His
mentor was R. Shlomo Luria. For some period he was Rosh Yeshiva in Lvov (Lemberg). From 1604 he
was assistant Rabbi to R. Judah Loew {Maharal) in Prague and was Rosh Yeshiva, and eventually
succeeded Maharal (after his death) as Rabbi of Prague in 1609. He died in 1619.
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R. Hayyim b"r Moshe ibn Attar was born in Sali, West Morocco in 1696. As a child he studied with his
father and grandfather, R. Hayyim ibn Attar the Elder, and upon achieving maturity, continued his
studies, eventually teaching and involved himself in public affairs, becoming famous for his acumen and
piety. He died in 1743, after having lived in Jerusalem for less than a year.
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Since Scripture wrote: “Isaac the son of Abraham,” it had to say: “"Abraham begot Isaac,” because the
scorners of the generation were saying that Sarah had conceived from Abimelech, for she had lived with
Abraham for many years and had not conceived from him. What did the Holy One, blessed be He, do?
He shaped the features of Isaac’s face to resemble Abraham’s, and everyone attested that Abraham had
begotten Isaac. This is the meaning of what is written here: “Isaac, the son of Abraham,” because here
is proof that "Abraham begot Isaac.” - [From Midrash Tanchuma, Toledoth 1]




R TRy 15 77 RY7EN X322 Noon Yaa 1mbn L9

— PR%? 7T ,PAYY YT YWNWA — OTIAN YT WHWNH? 2V T X1 ,IPT 1777 K7 07aK 7Y
X2 1PT QRN 7D NOWRI+ WKW ,IIT T MM RYD LOTIIR KON LOTIAN 2 YNWn
.0

1 nv ion ief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks): page 149

The close physical resemblance between Abraham and Isaac refuted
the charge of those who said that Abraharn was not the real father, but
it gave rise to an unexpected difficulty. Both father and son, identical
in appearance, suffered a loss of individuality. Nor is this pure specula-
tion — it is pointing to a subtle but important aspect of the story. Exam-
ine Genesis carefully, and we see that Isaac is the least individuated of
the patriarchs. His life reads like a replay of his father’s. Like Abraham,
he is forced by famine to go to the land of the Philistines.? He too
encounters Avimelekh. He too feels impelled to say that his wife is his
sister. He re-digs the wells his father dug, Isaac seems to do little that is
distinctively his own.

Sensitive to this, the rabbis told a profound psychological story.
Parents are not their children. Children are not replicas of their parents.
We are each unique and have a unique purpose. That is why Abraham
prayed to God that there be some clear and recogmzable dﬂference
between father and son. -
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16. And Abimelech said to Isaac, "Go away from us, for you have become much stronger than we.” 17.
And Isaac went away from there, and he encamped in the valley of Gerar and dwelt there, 18, And Isaac
again dug the wells of water which they had dug in the days of his father, Abraham, and the Philistines

had stopped them up after Abraham's death; and he gave them names like the names that his father had
given them.

12. Covenant & Conversation {Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan : page 164

1saac is the least original of the three patriarchs. His life lacks the
drama of Abraham or the struggles of Jacob. We see in this passage that
Isaac himself did not strive to be original, The text is unusually emphatic -
on the point: Isaac “reopened the wells that had been dug in the time
of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abra-
ham died, and he gave them the same names his father bad given them.”



19 P70 NWRTA .13
17 w'mzb P "YNT0Y 172 P 1:*"1»1 > @ o 1x3 m’v‘-wxxnéw ‘?m: PRXY™IIY 1B v

......

:vm-r -mv-": -mxu m:m ‘-mv) m;m -v'm 129 x‘m mmz 'm: H9n=1 mim 7mm 25 -::mv
P 3 2y i
19, And Isaac's servants dug in the valley, and they found there a well of living waters., 20. And the
shepherds of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's shepherds, saying, "The water is ours"; so he named the well
Esek, because they had contended with him. 21. And they dug another well, and they quarreled about it
also; so he named it Sitnah. 22. And he moved away from there, and he dug another well, and they did
not quarrel over it; so he named it Rehoboth, and he sa|d "For now the Lord has made room for us, and

we will be fruitful in the land.”
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Rabbeinu Bachya (or Bachye) ben Asher was bom in Spain in 1255 (he should be differentiated from
Rabbeinu Bachya ben Yoseph ibn Pakuda, author of Duties of the Heart ["Chovot Halevavot'], who

preceded him by 200 years.

Rabbeinu Bachaya passed away in Saragosa, Spain in 1340,
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R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev was born circa 1740 / 5500 to his father R. Meir, who was Rabbi of
Huskav, Galicia. R. Levi became close to R. Dov Baer, the Maggid of Mezerich, and R. Shmuel Shmelke of
Nikolsburg, and became one of the greatest of Chassidic leaders. He served as rabbi of a number of
Jewish communities in Poland, including Pinsk, and in 1785 / 5545 was appointed the Rabbi of Berdichev,

where he died in 1810 / 5570.

K1 0w WRN2 Y2 nw1Tp .16

5 1797 3R, 237 DIBWT 3T RTT Y) T T RN phxt bw anwib 7571, 1 IR3 Yy

Norrnally we strive to individuate ourselves by d]ﬁ"erennatmg our-
selvés from our parents. We do things differently, or even if we don’t, we
give them'different names. Isaac was not like this. He was content to be
alink in the chain of generations, faithfil to what his father had started.

Isaac represents the faith of persistence, the courage of continu-
ity. He was the first Jewish child, and he represents the single greatest
challenge of being a Jewish child: to continue the journey our ancestors
began, rather than drifting from it, thereby bringing the journey to an
end before it has reached its destination. And Isaac, because of that faith,
was able to achieve the most elusive of goals, namely peace — because he
never gave up. When one effort failed, he began again. So it is with all
great achievement: one part originality, nine parts persistence.
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I find it moving that Isaac, who underwent so many trials, from
the binding when he was young, to the rivalry between his sons when
he was old and blind, carries a name that means, “He will laugh.” Per
haps the name — given to him by God Himself before Isaac was bom -
means what the psalm means when it says, “Those who sow in tears will
reap with joy” (126:5). Faith means the courage to persist through all

the setbacks, all the grief, never giving up, never accepting defeat, For
at the end, despite the opposition, the envy and the hate, lie the broad
spaces, Rehovot, and the laughter, Isaac: the serenity of the destination
after the storms along the way.



