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Verse 29: Yaakov was simmering a pottage when Eisov came in from the field, exhausted. Verse 30:
Eisov said to Yaakov, "Please give me a swallow of this red [pottage], for | am exhausted.” He was
therefore named Edom [Red]. Verse 31: Yaakov said, "As of this day, sell your birthright to me." Verse
32: Eisov suid, "Here | am about to die, what {good] is this birthright to me." Verse 33: Yaakov said,
"Swear to me as of this day." He swore to him, and sold his birthright to Yaakov. Verse 34: Yaakov then
gave Eisov bread and a pottage of lentils. He {Eisov] ate and drank, got up and left. [Thus] Eisov scorned
the birthright.
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34. When Esau heard his father's words, he cried out a great and bitter cry, and he said to his father,
"Bless me too, O my father!" 35, And he said, "Your brother came with cunning and took your blessing."
36. And he said, "Is it for this reason that he was named Jacob? For he has deceived me twice; he took my

birthright, and behold, now he has taken my blessing." And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for
me?"
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28. And Isagac loved Esau because [his] game was in h.rs mouth but Rebeaca loved Jacob.
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62. Now Isaac was on his way, coming from Be'er Lachai Ro'i, and he dwelt in the land of the south. 63.
And Isaac went forth to pray in the field towards evening, and he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold,
camels were approaching.
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11, And the angel of the Lord said to her, "Behold, you will conceive and bear o son, and you shalf name

him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard your afffiction. 12. And he will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand
wifl be upon all, and everyone's hand upon him, and before all his brothers he will dwell." 13. And she

called the name of the Lord, Who had spoken to her, "You are the God of seeing,” because she said, "Have

I seenfhim]here also after | have seen?" 14. Therefore the well was called Be'er Lachai Ro'i; behold it is
between Kadesh and betweer Bered.
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15. And the water was depleted from the leather pouch, and she cast the child under one of the bushes.
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66. And the servant told Isaac oll the things that he had done.
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16. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 27 Verse 1

In the little word X2 — *napr ®3 M1 — “see, after all, I am already
old”, it is. made clear that he had already long had the intention to bestow
such a blessing, but had been dissuaded, had yielded to remonstration.
Rebecca had probably constantly argued with him, trying to convince him
‘ of the truth, and had then persuaded him “anyway leave it for a time,
. you are not so old yet, there is still plenty of time etc,, and had hoped,

in the meantime, that he would be undeceived. But she had not succeeded.
And now what was she to do? What could she have wanfed with this
plan? Nothing but to bring home to him, to convince him, ad hominem,
‘ that, and how easily, he could be deceived. If a Jacob, an BN P can so
easily masquerade as a 1% M3, how much more easily can an Esau mas-
querade as 23 BN ¥K to him! And in this — Isaac’s undeception through
‘ Jacob’s deccption — Rebecca succeeded perfectly. As soon as Isaac realised
: the trick that had been played upon him, %% ¥ 7912 1 T (V. 33),
he received a terrific shock, he saw — as our sages put it — Gehennam
yawning at his feet, saw, how all his life he had allowed himself to be
| deceived. lmmediately the scales fell from his eyes, and he immediately
" added deliberately his confirmatory and now fully conciously expressed
blessing ™n* T3 B3 (ibid) “And indeed he shall be blessed”.
Thus also seems to be the way that % 13 yenr ") takes this epi-
sode (7"3). MY MK ANEY WYL PRY SpY DR DI APRY AMID Man XY
K320 K2 SPUN I KT TIK R it “Not just because Rebecca loved Jacob
more than Esau did she do this, but so that the latter should no Jonger
come and deceive his old father.” '
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