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Order of the Pesach Seder
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Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, who has
chosen us from among all people, and raised us above all tongues,
and made us holy through His commandments. And You, Lord,
our God, have given us in love [Sabbaths for rest and] festivals for
happiness, feasts and festive seasons for rejoicing [this Sabbath-
day and] the day of this Feast of Mazzot and this Festival of holy
convocation, the Time of our Freedom }|in love], a holy convocation,
commemorating the departure from Egypt. For You have chosen
us and sanctified us from all the nations, and You have given us as
a heritage [Shabbat and] Your sacred holidays |in [ove and favor},
in happiness and joy. Blessed are You, Lord, who sanctifies [the
Shabbat and].Israel and the festive seasons.
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6. The Seder Night An Exalted Evening' : Rabbi Soloveitchik (Rabbi M. Genack) pg 16

vTp A slave is relieved of mizvot aseh she-ha-zeman geramah, of intermittent
commandments that depend upon time. This is because the slave lacks the
time experience. While everything exists in time, only the human being is
capable of experiencing time. God endowed man with time awareness, the
ability to sense and feel time and the existential stream of selfhood. This time
awareness or experience has three basic component parts. First, retrospec-
tion: without memory, there is no time. Second, the time experience includes
exploration or close examination of things yet unborn and events not yet in
existence. This means the anticipatory experience of events not yet in being.
Third is appreciation or evaluation of the present moment as one’s most pre-

cious possession.

No one is worthy of time awareness if retrospection is alien to him, if he
is incapable of reliving, recovering and reproducing past experiences. Indeed,
the mizvah of sipur Yeziat Mizrayim does not exhaust itself in a historic review
of bygone events that have vanished completely. It is more than that; it is a
drama charged with emotion and tenseness, participating in the past. Past
events which are not re-experienced belong not to history, but to archaeology.
Archaeology involves past events that occurred once upon a time, disappeared,
and - while they may be reproduced by memory - are not alive anymore. They
are not re-experienced; there is no retrospection of the archaic. Memory is
not just the storehouse for latent impressions; there is also the living memory,
which reproduces and re-experiences the past.
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The Judaic philosophy of time comes to expression in the text of Kiddush.
In physics, time is quantified, measured by the clock. But pure time, real time,
cannot be quantified; it is pure quality. With Kiddush, we sanctify time and
endow it with creativity and meaning. It is the first thing we do as free people

at the Seder.
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