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Rabbi Moses Sofer was born in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, in 1762, and died in Pressburg, Moravia,
in 1839. In 1806 he became the rabbi of Pressburg and he was recognized as the outstanding halachic
authority of his generation. His commentaries on the Torah, the Talmud, and the Shulchan Aruch, as well

as his sermons and particularly his responsa, are classic works. His descendants served as rabbis in
Hungary, Austria, and Poland.
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Chacham Yosef Chaim (1 September 1832 — 30 August 1909) was a leading Hakham (Sephardic
Rabbi), authority on Jewish law (Halakha) and Master Kabbalist. He Is best known as author of the work
on Halakha Ben Ish Chai ("Son of Man (who) Lives"), by which title he is also known,
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Shammai says: Make your Torah a fixed practice; say little and do much; and receive everyone
with a cheerful countenance,
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92. Were not Your Torah my occupation, then I would have perished in my affliction.
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8. The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is faithful, making the
simple cne wise.
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16. This day, the Lord, your God, is commanding you to fulfill these statutes and ordinances, and you
will observe and fulfill them with all your heart and with all your soul.
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with the coming of daylight we would be replaced by the day
shift laborers. Our hopes were dashed when we were not allowed
to return to the ghetto, and we were forced instead to work
through the following day as well. Those who did not have
strength suffered horribly cruel beatings at the hands of the
Germans. We were kept working throughout the day into the
following night, without one moment’s rest. As the day pro-
gressed and the labor did not stop, many Jews fell to the ground
uniconscious, despite the German taskmasters’ harsh beatings to
keep them working, ,

Of course, the ceaseless labor and the beatings made it
impossible to fast that Tisha B’Av. Thus, when the Germans
gave out bits of bread with the bilack soup called jurek, 1 made
sure everyone ate without regard for the fast day. I was then
asked if one was obligated to say the Nacheim prayer when they
recited the Birchas Hamazon blessings after the meal.

R SINCE 'MOST OF THE CODIFIERS ACREE THAT

Nacheim should be said whenever a meal is eaten
on Tisha BAv I ruled that the slave laborers should say
Nacheim when they recited the blessings after they had finished
eating,
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Risking One’s Life to Sody Torab or o Pray

Ouestion: On 13 Ewur s702—AucusT 26, 1942—THE
" | Germans issued an edict forbidding the Jews of
the ghetto to gather in synagogues or in study halls. Many of the

broken-hearted residents, their bodies bent and wracked from
long days of slave labor, would forget some of their suffering
when they assembled in the synagopues at fixed hours for the
study of Torah. Listening to the encouraging wotds of the rab-
bis, who were enduting the same tortured labor, instilled in them
a drop of hope in the Holy One of Jewry, Who would ultimate-
ly avenge the shedding of His servants’ blood.
@ Despite the German decree, I taught in the beis
hamidrash known as Abba YechezkeFs Kiiz in Slobodka. When
the Germans turned this house of study into a prison, I moved
my group into the Halvoyas Hameis Kipig, then into the syna-
gogue in Gapinovitch’s house on Vitena Street, and thea into the
Chayim Shafir Synagogue on Vorena Street next to the
Effestenrar. 1 devoted my time to daily lectures 1 gave to the
Tiferes Bachurim {the educational network we had for young-
sters in the gherto). In each of these synagogues, I tied to
strengthen the crushed spirits of our people. I made every effort
to teach that just as one must bless G-d for the good that He
gives us, so must one bless G-d for the evil that He unleashes
upon us. Instead of yielding to despair, we must wait for G-d’s
assistance, for GG-d is good to those who seek Him out and wait
for Him.
@ The Germans, plotting treachery after treachery, were
aware that this well of hope and comfort inside the synagogues
gave many Jews courage and strength to withstand their tribula-
tions. It was no surprse then when the Germans issued 2 decree
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forbidding public prayer and Torah study wader the punishment
of death,
@ Reb Naftoli Weintraub, the gabbai of the Gapinovitch
" Shul—may G-d avenge him—asked me whether Torah law obli-
gated him to risk his life to pray with his daily minyan and com-
pelled him to risk his life for Torah study?

©

Response:

I DID NOT HAVE THE HEARY TO RULE THAT EVERY

Jewish man should risk his life in order to study

Torah or pray with a minyan, ‘There were few with the purity of
thought that could raise them to the level of a Daniel and his
comrades, Chananya, Mishoel, and Azarya, all of whom risked
their lives to sanctify G-d even when they were not bound to.

@ On the other hand, how could I forbid anyone to risk his
life? Al Jews possess holy souls originating at the highest level
above and, according to halacha, each individual must probe the
degree of their personal love and awe of G-d to determine their
level of service to G-d and their consequent tight or duty to
make sacrifices. Beyond any doubt, the Master of Justice and
mercy guides each person to act with sensitivity.

2 In fact, the sacred children of the Jiving (G-d acted as they
A had always done: They continued to study Torah and pray with
their fellow Jews, even under the risk to their lives.

@ " Ewen on Rosh Hashanah of 5703—September 12 and 13,
1942—the Jews did not fear that the Germans would hear the
powerful blasts of their shofar during prayer. Not only did the
Jews gather in the many houses of prayer set up for the holiday,
but, in the ghetto hospital, doctors who had assimilated almaost
completely in the local culture also defied the Getrmnan decree
and risked their lives in order to pray publicly.
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@H. too, despite the decrees, continued to hold regular daily
classes in publicc. When the students at Tiferes Bachurim
repaired Mr. Singer’s building on 8 Kaklo Street, they built a
hideaway with electricity. Upon completion of the job, they even
held a dedication ceremony.

@ Our Torzh swdy and prayers appatently found faver in

the eyes of G-d and we were privileged to survive the enemy.

Abba Yechezkels Kiviz, where Rabli Qshry organized bis Tiferes Bachsrine shiserim.
Lt mar nsed ar a prison for ghette Jews after the infomons *Black Day" Aksian.
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